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Life,  Travels,  Exploits, 

Frauds  and  Robberies, 

. OF  ■ 

Charles  Speckman,  alias  Brown, 

\ 

Who  was  Executed. at  T  y  b  u  r  n,  on  fVednefday  the  ' 

2‘^d  of  November^  17^3* 

...  -  .  ^  ^  • 

5y  far  the  mod  dexterous  of  his  Profefllon  in  this 

or  any  other  Country.  ^  ^ 

••  X 
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CONTAINING, 

\  genuine  Recital  of  more  than  Five  Hundred 
Thefts,  Frauds,  and  Felonies,  committed  by  him  in 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  North  America,  and  the 
IVeJl  Indies,  during  the  Courfe  of  Fifteen  Years. 

WITH 

Several  Maxims,  Hints,  and  Remarks,  by  Way  of 
Caution  to  the  Public,  to  prevent  or  detedl;  the  Tefigns 
of  Sharpers  and  Thieves  from  being  carried  into  Exe¬ 
cution.  The  whole  Narrative  being  wonderful  and 
furprizing,  and  yet  in  all  Refpedls  ftriftly  true. 

Written  by  H  I  MS  ELF, 

Wliilft  under  Sentence  of,  Death  in  Newgate. 

•  • 

\ 

L  'b  N  D  O  N: 

Printed  for  J.  F  u  l  l  e  r,  in  BlowUadder- Street y  near 

Cheapfide,  M.dcc.lxiii.  x., 

[Price  One  Shilling.] 
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J  'DO  hereby  empower  Mr.  John  Fuller,  of 
gate-ftreet,  to  Print  this  only  Genuine  and  Tr 
Account  of  my  Life  and  Lranfa^lions  for  many  Tea) 
Containing  the  moji  ajionifhing  Variety  of  Incident 
cf  any  Perfon  ever  under  the  fame  Misfortunes  wi 
tnyfelf. 


Prefs-Yard,  Newgate, 
az  Nov.  1763, 


Charles  Speckmai 


Witnefs, 


Francis  Caveac,' 
John  Anftey. 
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WONDERFUL  TRANSACTIONS 
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« 

Mr.  Charles  Speckman^- 

% 

alias  B  R  o  w  N  Ej  &c. 


HERE  is  not  perhaps  in  the  world 
a  more  agreeable  ftudy  than  that  of 
Biography  ;  nor  any  thing  fought  after 
-  -  .  and  read  with  greater  avidity,  than  the 

lives  of  uniortunace  men,  and  thofe 


who  fufter  under  the  hands  of  the  executioner  more 
than  any.  In  this  narration  will  be  feen,  the  ^arly 
propenfity  to  adls  of  robbery,  preying  upon,  and  liv¬ 
ing  in  an  abfciute  ftate  of  vvar  with  all  mankind,  the 
long  feries  of  years  Mr.  Speckman  efcaped  punifh** 
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rnent,  in  which  time  he  cdmmitted  more  robberies 
than  aiiy  pcrion  before  him  brought  to  pubiick  fhame; 
all  of  them  reiated  by  the  unhappy  man  himfelf, 
in  the  following  plain  and  undirguifed  manner. 

I  think  proper  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and 
to  make  all  poflible  attonement  for  the  injuries  I 
lave  done  to  my  fellow  creatures,  in  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  North-Amcrica,  and  the  Weft- 
naies  in  all  which  countries  1  have  committed 
adls  of  hoftiiity  and  depredation  innumerable-,  I 
ave  no  intereft  at  all  in  this,  only  to  warn  the 
unwary,  how  tney  final!  in  general  avoid  the  falling 
a  prey  to  thieves  and  fharpers,  and  make  thofe  who 
tread  in  my  wretched  paths,  be  fenfible  and  be 
warned  in  time  to  fly  evil  courfes,  as  too  truly  will 
they  finu  verified,  that  the  wages  of  fin  is  death-, 
befides  that  of  undergoing  in  their  wicked  career, 
what  IS  woi-ie  than  death,  the  flings  and  dancers 
of  a  guilty  mind:  fo  that  let  r.hcir  race  be  as^lontr 
as  It  will,  and  their  illicit  pradices  attended  with 
continual  fiuccefs,  yet  not  one  hour  of  true  and 
lOiici  h2,ppin£ls  is  the  confc(|ucncc. 

About  fixteen  years  ago,  to  the  befit  of  my 
memory,  my  father  who  lived  in  good  reputation 
in  London,  where  I  was  bornj  put  me  to  a  board- 
jDg-fchooI,  and  bellowed  more  money  on  my  edu- 
cacion,  than  on  all  the  relt  of  my  brothers  and 
filters,  (I  was  the  eldefl:  of  eighteen)  for  all  which 
I  nevei  made  any  grateful  return,  which  gives  me 
great  afflidlion,  and  the  niofl  pun^^enf’  rcn'‘orfe 
^dien  added  to  my  prefent  load  of  n-ouble.  To 
iliew  my  early  incJination  to  what  has  brought  me 
cc  this  deferred  doom,  I  well  remember,  as  I  was 
itanding  by  the  fide  of  Mr.  Andrews,  a  waterman, 
in  Charles* court  in  the  Strand,  my  nurfe  being 
.VfiUh  incj  I  took  a  fancy  to  pul!  his  watch  out  of  his 

fob. 


fob,  at  the  fame  time  laughing  in  his  face ;  on 
detefting  me,  Mr.  Andrews  faid,  my  dear,  you  be¬ 
gin  betimes ;  the  nurfe,  however,  appeafed  him, 
ib  that  no  ill  confequenccs  followed  :  I  mention 
this  affair,  'as  my  friends  rebuked  me  many  times, 
by  telling'me  of  this  deed,  and  my  early  inclinatipn 
to  what  would,  and  indeed  has  proved  my  ruin. 

I  was  put  to  board  with  a  worthy  clergyman,  by 
my  father,  at  thirty  pounds  a  year,  in  order  to 
inure  me  to  what  was  good,  and  improve  me  in 
learning;  but  my  delight  was  riding  of  horfes  at 
livery-flables,  ran  away  fromfchool;  the  wicked  dif- 
obedienc  child,  foon  finds  out  evil  courfes.  The 
firft  injury  I  plunged  myfelf  into,  was  robbing  my 
parents  of  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  and  pawning  them  to 
go  to  Sadler’s-wells.  Now  every  fraud  that  my 
fertile  brain  could  device,  I  put  in  pradice  in  my 
father’s  name,  and  got  various  fums  of  money, 
which  anfwered  my  prefent  purpofe  very  well  ; 
however,  my  father  had  me  catch’d,  carried  home, 
and  kept  me  naked  in  a  room  feveral  days,  till  I 
found  an  opportunity  to  get  my  fiffer’s  cloaths,  and 
with  them  on,  I  efcaped  from  the  houfe.  I  have 
been  ofteiv  brought  home  from  Covent-Garden 
playhoufe,  by  the  orange  women,  to  whom  my 
.father  gave  two  fliillings  each  time  for  their  trou¬ 
ble.  I  was  at  length  taken  up  by  my  father,  and 
put  into  Covent-Garden  round- houfe  ;  but  through 
the  hole  the  prifoners*  received  their  viduals  at,  I 
efcaped,  though  it  was  fo  fmall,  no  one  could 
have  conceived  it  pofiible.  I  learned  more  wick- 
ednefs  here  in  one  night,  than  in  all  my  preceding 
excurfions,  and  verily  believe,  it  tended  greatly  to 
fix  me  in  the  determinate  rcfolution  of  alpiring;  at 
every  aft  of  wickednefs,  my  unfortunate  life  has 
fince  been  fo  fruitiul  of  ;  making  it  my  daily  ftudy 
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defraud  every  one  who  came  in  my  w^ay,  and  rob 
every  one  I  could  conquer. 

One  day  I  and  two  other  boys,  went  into  a  gro^ 
cer’s  (hop  in  Drury-lane,  for  fome  fugar-candy,  the 
grocer  told  me,  he  fold  not  fmal!  quantities,  on 
which  afking  him,  if  he  was  above  his  bufinefs, 
and  perceiving  a  watch  liang  up  in  the  parlour, 
1  rolled  a  halfpenny  as  by  accident  into  the  parlour 
before  me,  I  got  the  poor  grocer’s  watch  ;  in  com¬ 
ing  out,  he  aflced  me,  how  I  dared  to  go  there  ? 
he  was  anfwered  by  my  throwing  fome  powder 
lugar  in  his  eyes,  which  was  lying  on  the  counter, 
and  got  off  without  any  molellation. 

Soon  after  this,  coming  from  Weftminfter  with 
my  two  companions,  there  w'as  a  man  had  a  ftand 
by  ^the>*Horle-guards,  to  fell  all  forts  of  handker¬ 
chiefs,  muflin,  lawn,  ftockings,  and  other  things 
in  the  pedlery  way  ;  I  made  bold  to  take  him  on 
one  fide,  to  talk  about  what  I  was  to  buy  of  him, 
which  he  was  told  was  to  a  confiderable  amount ; 
whilft  I  was  thus  amiffing  him,  my  two  comrades 
made  off  v/ith  the  pedlar’s  whole  ftock,  to  the 
amount  of  fourteen  pounds,  and  upwards :  I  hov/- 
ever  refolvcd  to  leave  my  companions,  being  de¬ 
termined,  for  the  future,  not  to  keep  company 
W'ith  any,  but  aft  entirely  on  my  own  boctSh^.-, 

I  now  fet  out  for  Newmarket;  and,  on  my  re¬ 
turn  home,  hired  a  horfe,  under  pretence  pf  goincr 
exprefs  for  a  certain  lord,  well  known  on  the  tur^ 
and^  came  full  gallop  to  the  Blue  Boar  inn  in 
Whitechapel,  where  I  inftantly  ordered  twelve 
Halls  for  the  horfes  of  my  lord,  which  v/as  to  be 
there  that  night ;  telling  the  landlord,  1  was  going 
to  Hyde-park- corner  for  a  running  horfe,  and  my 
hade  pccahoned  me  to  come  from  my  lord,  with¬ 
out  a  iufficiency  of  money  to  defray  all  expenoes, 
gnd  therefore  b^gg-^d  him  to  let  me  have  twelve 
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gdneas,  to  pay  the  charges  of  the  horfe  and  fcr** 
vant,  and  let  his  own  fervant  go  with  me,  to  affift 
in  bringing  to  the  Blue  Boar  the  running  horfe  this 
night-,  all  this  he  readily  complied  withj  but  the 
inn-keeper’s  fervant  I  took  French  leave  of  in  Picr- 
cadilly,  put  my  horfe  up  in  the  ufual  ftable^  and 
then  went  home’  to  my  lodgings. 

Shortly  afterwards,  I  took  upon  me  to  go  about 
the  town  in  a  genteel  drefs,  with  a  green  apron  ori, 
as  a  watch-maker,  under  pretence  of  buying  pieces  " 
of  handkerchiefs  to  fend  abroad  to  my  friends-,  I 
commonly  found  fault  with  the  thinncfs  of  them, 
holding  them  up  with  one  hand,  and  putting  a 
dozen,  or  a  piece,  with  the  other  into  my  apron  ; 
generally  in  thefe  expeditions,  after  a  iufficient 
quantity  was  obtained,,!  went  into  the  country, 
•and  what  could  not  immediately  be  fold,' were 
raffled  far.-T— In  pradlifing  one  of  thefe  tricks  up¬ 
on  a  good  -worthy  woman,  who  kept  fflop  in  the 
Borough  of  Southwark,  I  was  detecfled  putting  a 
piece  into  my  apron  ^  I  immediately  flattered  the 
honeft  woman,  that  I  was  a  weaver  in  Spitalfields, 
telling  her,  my  uncle  had  a  journeyman  who  had 
ftole  four  pieces,  and  had  fent  me  with  that  piece 
to  'match  the  other,  upon  information  my  uncle 
had,  that  the  pieces  were  fold  by  his  man  at  this 
fhop  -,  by  this  means  I  got  clear  off,  the  .unfufped:- 
ing  woman  not  knowing  her  own. 

In  genteel  apparel  I  next  went  among  the  filver- 
fmiths  and  jewellers,  where  my  dexterity  and  fuc- 
cefs  v/as  fo  great,  that  I  ufed  among  them  in  their 
refpective  branches,  it  is  almofl:  incredible  whaC 
quantities  of  fpoons,  rings,  buttons,  buckles, 
ftones,  &c.  I  ftole;  the  robberies  of  this  kind  are 
ib  numerous,  that  I  cannot  particularize  them,  but 
I  made  bold  to  borrow  lomething  from  every 
filyer-UriUh  and  jeweller  in  -the  bills  of  mortality. 
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snd  not  oniy  m  all  thefe  attempts  had  the  oood 
iortiine  to  efcape,  but  on  many  occafions,  had  the 
molt  lavifh  encomiums  paffed  on  me,  for  the  ho- 
nefty  of  my  looks,  and  the  humanity  expreffed  in 
the  lineaments  of  the  countenance.  Alas!  how 
fcldom  is  it,  that  the  outward  appearance  corre- 
iponds  with  the  inward  difpofition.  I  am  a  Ihock- 
ing  inftance  that  my  face  was  the  mod  deceitful  in 
the  world  Of  this  kind  of  fraud  and  robberies, 

i  bcheve  I  have  not  perpetrated  lefs  than  two  hun- 
dred. 

Long-lane, 

^  eiT-rrnithfield,  who  lent  out  wearing  apparel,  of 
him  I  hired  a  fuit  fit  for  any  little  mailer  in  Lon¬ 
don  ;  bought  at  the  fame  time  a  fatchel  to  put  fome 
books  in  thus  equipped,  I  went  to  Mr.  Greg,  a 
"watch-maKcr  in  St.  James  s-llreet  j  on  going  into 
the  Ihdp,  I  perceived  there  was  but  one  man1:here- 
in  ;  upon  his  being  told  ’  my  father  had  befpoken  a 
watch  for  me,  and  I  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  ready, 
he  replied,  as  indeed  well  he  might,  that  he  knevv 
nothing  of  the  matter,  but  that  Mr.  Greg  his  ma. 
iler,  being  at  the  cofFee-houfe,  he  would  go  to  him, 
and  afk  the  queftion  ;  the  minute  he  was  gone,  I 
fixed  my  eye  on  a  gold  watch,  chain  and  feS,  with 
which  I  marched  off  with  all  fpeed,  took  a  hackney 
coach  in  Pall-mall,  away  to  Hoi  bourn,  and  fold 
the  watch,  though  it  was  worth  fifty-five,  for  feven 
guineas  only,  to  Mary  Keen,  a  woman  who  under- 
fiood  that  bufinefs  much  better  than  myfdf.  She 
has  been  tranfporteJ  four  times. 

i^t  this  time,  and  with  this  money,  I  vvent  dowm 
to  Reading  in  Berkfliire,  where  1  took  great  de-  - 
iight  in  going  out  with  my  gun  ;  at  lengdi  money 
iailing  fhorc,  I  went  to  a  milliner’s  iliop,  under 
pretence  of  buying  feme  lace,  to  go  round  a  cap 
and  handivCfcnieff  tor  my  filler  j  ths  milliner  aflced 
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if  I  was  not  too  young  a  man  to  be  a  judge  of 
lace  ?  I  replied,  being  young’  I  fliould  hope 
for  better  ufage^  and  left  it  entirely  to  her  gene- 
rofity  to  ferve  me  of  that  which  was  beft  of  the 
kind  ;  at  this  moment  I  fixed  my  eye  on  a  particu¬ 
lar  piece  ;  pretending  to  have  a  bad  cold,  took  my 
handkerchief  out  to  wipe  my  nofe,  laid  it  dov/n  on 
this  piece  of  lace,  which  repeating  again,  I  took 
the  lace  up  with  my  handkerchief,  and  put  it  in  my 
pocket,  and  then  told  the  milliner,  1  would  ftay 
till  I  was  grown  older ;  though  it  is  clear  I  was  too , 
old  for  her  now.  1  took  my  leave,  and  marched 
gravely  off,  without  the*  lead  fufpicion  j  and  went 
'diredly  to  the  Crown,  the  grand  inn  in  Redding, 
hired  a  horfe  for  Maidenhead,  but  pufhed  on  for 
London,  fold  the  horfe  in  Smithficid  for  five 
pounds  ten  fliillings,  and  the  lace  to  a  milliner  at 
Charing-crofs,  at  a  very  decent  price;  at  the  fame 
time  cheapening  fome  of  her  lace,  made  bold  to 
deal  one  piece. 

Thus  I  found  a  method  to  deal  among  the  mil¬ 
liners,  without  much  danger  of  detection,  women 
being  lefs  on  their  guard  than  men,  and  always  de¬ 
lighted  wirh  any  one  who  will  hear  them  prate  and 
chatter.  Very  few  milliners  efcaped  my  dexterity, 
for  my  youth,  fimplicity  of  manners,  and  engag¬ 
ing  behaviour,  caufed  me  always  to  pafs  without 
fufpicion  ;  nay,  on  many  occafions,  1  have  been 
treated  with  extraordinary  marks  of  civility  and 
oolkenefs,  and  with  the  beft  the  i:oufe  afforded, 
even  after  I  had  robbed  them,  which  fometimes 
has  fqueczed  my  heart  a  liccie,  but  1  was  too  far 
gone  in  the  road  of  perdition  to  tliink  of  returning 
back. 

I  now  thought  of  amufing  myfelf  in  the  coun^ 
try  ;  accordingly  fet  out  tor  Bath,  Briftol, 
in  the  firft'  of  thefc  cities  1  took  a  room  for  myfelf 
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in  a  widow-gentlewoman’s  houfc,  who  kept  a  /hop 
in  the  drapery  way  ;  /he  had  a  daughter,  a  near, 
pretty,  genteel  girl,  whom  I  courted  more  for  the 
lake  of  being  free  with  her,  than  any  real  love  ; 
then  the  mother  began  to  trufc  me,  and  place  great 
confidence  in  me,  upon  her  daughter’s  account, 
which  continued  to  the  mutual  fatisfadlion  of  us  al]^ 
till  I  found  an  opportunity  to  make  off  with  be¬ 
tween  twenty-five  and  thirty  pounds-worth  of 
goods,  taken  out  of  the  ifiop,  and  retired  toBriftol, 

<  where  I'dealt  a  little  among  the  milliners :  returned 
for  London,  but  being  taken  ill  on  my  journey 
thither,  I  flopt  two  or  three  days  at  the  Caffle  at 
Marlborough,  where  I  obferved  a  great  quantity  of 
plate,  and  other  things  of  value  lie  very  careJefsly 
about,  I  only  borrowed  a  filver  tankard,  and  fix 
table  fpoons,  to  affift  in  defraying  my  expences  on 
the  road  :  at  Brentford  I  fold  the  tankard  and 
Ipoons  for  five  pounds  ten  /hillings,  and  ftole  two 
pair  of  filver  pafte  buckles,  proceeding  diredlly  for 
London.  I  committed  about  fifty  other  robberies 
in  the  fmall  way,  which,  as  being  trifles,  are  hor 
worthy  of  farther  mention. 

I  have  fometimes,  for  the  fiike  of  variety,  gone 
to  dyers  and  fcourers  /hops,  in  the  characfler  of  a 
gentleman  ;  on  feeing  none  bnt  a  woman  there,  I 
a/]<ed  for  my  fervant,  who  came  there  for  my 
deaths  ;  being  told  there  had  been  none,  then  on* 
afking  if  my  deaths  were  done,  (they  not  knowing 
but  that  I  had  lome  there)  /hewed  me  feveral  fuits, 
dean,  and  not  clean,  but  I  never  took  a  cleaned 
luit,  always  pretending  they  /liould  be  wore  once 
more  before  cleaned,  defiring  my  fervant  might  be 
fent  home  as  loon  as  ever  he  came  ;  fo  tying  them 
up  in  a  handkerchief,  left  the  poor  dyers  and  fcour¬ 
ers  to  lament  their  folly  and  precipitation.  I  ufed 
to  /erve  the  hatters  in  the  fame  manner,  both  in- 
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gold  and  filver  laced  hats,  without  being  in  the 
lea  ft  fufpcfted. 

I  waited  on  a  mercer  on  Lndgate-hill  to  cheapen 
fome  filks  for  waift coats,  with  fattins,  and  fome 
for  gowns  I  requefted  of  the  mercer  to  make  a 
bill  of  parcels,  put  them  up,  and  fend  his  fervant 
with  me  to  my  lodgings  in  Palhmall ;  which  being 
done  and  come  there,  on  opening  the  bundle,  told 
the  fervant  there  w^anted  a  piece  of  fattin,  and  fenc 
him  immediately  home  for  it :  The  bill  amounted 
to  forty-three  pounds,  and  the  parcel  heavy,  yet  I 
cafily  (in  the  interval  of  the  fervant’s  departure  and 
return)  found  means  to  walk  oft  with  all.  I  left 
an  anfwer  on  the  bill  of  parcels  which  was  left  upon 
the  table,  that  my  judgment  was  not  fufficient  for 
fuch  a  large  fum,  without  advice  whether  I  fliould 
pay  him  at  his  return,  or  never.  1  went  diredlly 
to  Mr.  Howard’s,  in  Long-lane,  Smithfield,  and 
fold  the  whole  parcel  for  eighteen  pounds ;  telling 
me,  any  quantity  brought  to  him  he  would  buy.  • 
This  gave  me  great  encouragement  to  continue  in 
the  n'icrcers  bufmefs :  I  fervcd  feveral  other  mer¬ 
cers  in  the  fame  manner. 

Not  long  after  this  I  went  to  a  gentleman  in 
Long-acre,  hired  a  chariot  and  pair  of  horfes,  to 
go  to  Windfor,  intending  to  flay  a  fortnight;  ac¬ 
cordingly  I  fet  off,  and  flayed  pretty  near  the  time 
agreed  on  ;  I  fent  mj  fervant  to  Eton,  with  a  view 
of  defrauding  my  landlord,  and  for  this  purpofe 
afked  him  for  twenty  guineas,  with  which  he  very 
readily  complied;  the  pretext  was  to  purchafe  a 
pair  of  horfes:  having  thus  fucceeded,  I  flipped  on 
one  fide,  and  fet  off  for  London,  leaving  the 
man,  chariot  and  horfes  to  come  at  their  leifure. 
The  next  day  I  fent  for  a  fword-cucler,  to  bring 
me  half  a  dozen  fwords  to  my  own  lodgings  in 
the  Hay-market,  that  I  might  take  my  choice  in 
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variety,  but  brought  never  a  cut  and  thruft,  I  fent 
hitn  back  tor  forne  ;  and  when  he  was  gone,  I  tookV  t ' 
a  walk  out  with  the  half  dozen  fwords,  with  an  ■ 
intention  never  more  to  return. 

1  then  took  lodgings  in  Duke’s  court,  St.  Mar¬ 
tin’s  iane,  where  1  had  not  been  long,  but  I  fent 
the  1'  lyant  of  the  houfe  to  a  jeweller,  to  bring  me 
it  variety  of  rings,  the  jeweller  immediately  fent 
one  of  his  fervants  with  fome  of  all  forts  j  no  fooner 
\vere  they  under  my  eye  but  I  fixed  on  two,  fet 
with  diamonds  ;  I  told  the  man,  as  {  was  no  judge 
ot  their  value,  he  would  give  me  leave  to  Ihew 
them  to  a  friend  at  next  door,  he  readily  aflented, 
and  lo  left  tne  honeft  fervant  for  his  own  amufe- 
ment  in  my  new  lodgings  :  for  I  ufed  to  take  a 
lodging  one  day,  and  ferve  a  tradefman  in  this 
manner,  and  leave  it  the  next. 

jSoon  after,  I  put  on  the  drefs  of  a  gentleman’s 
fervant,-  went  to  a  very  great  milliner’s  in  Palhmall, 
as  from  a  lady  in  GroiVenor-fquare,  lately  come 
.from  abroad,  who  wanted  fome  affortments  of  her 
bed  lace,  and  defired  one  of  her  people'  with  me  \ 
a^ording  to  my  application  it  had'  the  defired  ' 
tifed: :  1  brought  the  fervant  to  a  houfe  under 
lome  repair,  tlnit  I  had  the  knowledge  of;  I  took 
the  box  of  laces,  went  up  ffairs  to  fliew  my  pre¬ 
tended  lady,  leaving  the  fervant  in  the  hall,  to 
whom  immediately  returning,  I  told  her  my  lady 
was  in  bed,'  and  Ihe  rnufl  come  again  in  an  hour, 
but  muft  leave  the  laces,  with  a  bill  of  the  rates 
or  prices  of  each  fort ;  flic  went  away  very  con¬ 
tentedly,  and  I  had  the  generofity  to  follow  with 
the  whole  box,  and  made  clear  off.  I  thought 
it  now  high  time  to  leave  off  dealing  with  the 
milliners.  The  garb  of  a  gentleman’s  fervant  in 
livery,  I  always  found  the  befc  to  deceive  with  at 
this  time,  and  made  ufe  of  it  on  divers  occafions, 
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with  my  two  companions  before  mentioned,  Abra» 
ham  Crabb,  and  Campbell  Hamilton,  and  being 
apprehended  for  a  fmall  theft,  made  myfeil  an  evi¬ 
dence  againft  them  both  *,  Crabb  was  tried  at  tlie 
Old-Bailey,  in  February  1749-50,  in  the  mayoralty 
of  Sir  Samuel  Pennant,  for  fteahng  a  peruke,'  value 
twenty  fhilling&,  and  John  Beaumont  for  receiving, 
knowing  it  to  be  ftolen.  The  evidence  (as  an  ac¬ 
complice)  I  gave  was, -that  I  was  about  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  depofed  that  I  had  followed  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  thieving  two  years  ;  the  .prifoners,  how¬ 
ever,  were  acquitted,  there  being  no  evidence  to 
the  fadl  but  my  own.  Crabb  was  again  indidfed 
with  Campbell  Hamilton,  for  dealing  on  the  loth 
of  December  1749,  a  filver  watch,  value  four 
pounds,  the  property  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Scriven,  in 
his  dwelling  houfe  ;  and  Catherine  Hall,  widow, 
for  receiving  it,  knowing  it  to  be  ftolen  :  my  evi¬ 
dence  was  here  alfo  unfupported  by  any  other ; 
though  what  I  fwore  upon  this  and  the  former  trial 
was  nothing  but  the  truth,  with  refpedl  to  all  the 
prifoners  *,  the  filver  watch  belonged  to  the  grocer 
in  Drury-lane,  already  mentioned.  I  relolved  ne¬ 
ver  to  have  companions  in  any  of  my  exploits, 
judging  that  I  might  one  day  or  another  be  detedted 
by  my  afiTociates,  as  I  had  done  by  them. 

Many  ftirprizing  pranks  have  I  iifed  with  all 
trades  in  London  ;  but  at  laft  purfued  by  my  evil 
genius,  I  went  into  the  fliop  of  Mr.  Honychiirch, 
under  St.  Dunftan’s  church  in  Flect-flreet,  on  the 
5th  of  November  1750,  and  ftole  a  filver  w^atch,' 
with  which  I  got  off,  imprudently  keeping  it  till  the 
next  day,  I  oft'ered  it  pawn  to  Mr.  Price  on  Snow- 
hill;  it  beingadvertifed,  he  ftopped  me,  lent  for 
mr.  Honychurch,'and  carried  me  out  of  the  city  to 
juftice  Fielding,  who  committed  me  to  New-pri- 
fon,  Clerkenvvcll,  thence  removed  to  Newgate, 
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took  iny  trial  on  the  lothof  December  1750,  m 
the  mayoralty  of  Francis  Cokayne,  Efcj;  was  capi¬ 
tally  convifted,  and  received  fentence  of  death 
with  fifteen  others,  among  whom  were  Mr.  Baker,- 

the  fugar- bakery  and  Mr.  Jofhua  Weft,  a  clerk  of 
-  the  Bank. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  trial,  which  is  all  fa£t  as 
fworn  againft  me,  it  proceeds  thus  :  Mr.  Hony- 
church  depcfed  that  the  watch  was  taken  with  the 
priloner  on  the  6th  of  November,  was  loft  on  the 
5th,  had  his  name  and  number  on  it,  never  had 
been  fold,  and  by  advertifing  it,  by  that  means  it 
was  ftopped.  William  Baterfby,  Mr,  Honychurch’s- 
iervant,  gave  his  teftimony,  that  he  was  alone  in 
the  fliop,  the  prifoner  came  in  v/ith  a  watch  to  have 
it  cleaned,  he  then  appeared  in  another  complexion^ 
than  now,  he  had  on  a  laced  hat,  a  waiftcoat  with 
either  gold  or  filver  button-holes;  he  defired  his 
watch  to  be  taken  to  pieces,  while  that  was  doing, 
he  faid  that  fome  of  the  work  was  dropt  ;  adding,, 
he  was  fure  fome  of  them  were  loft  !  I  looked  up¬ 
on  the  ground,  there  were  none  down,  but  all  right 
befoje  me  ;  then  he  was  for  taking  it  to  fhow 
fome  other  watch-maker,  I  faid  I  muft  not  take 
it  to  pieces  and  put  it  together  again  for  nothing, 
he  faid,  I  will  take  and  Ihew  it  to  another  man,, 
and  if  he  fays  there  is  nothing  loft,  I  will  bring  it 
again  *,  he  took  it  not  put  together,  alfo  two  new 
wheels,  a  third  and  contrite  wheel  away  with  him, 
which  lay  before  me ;  when  he  frayed  longer  than  1 
expcftecl,  I  began  to  lufpeft  him,  and  looking  about 
iaw  a  hook  was  empty,  wiiere  a  new  watch  hung 
juft  before  he  came  in.  I  went  to  the  watch-maker 
where  I  fuppofed  he  would  go  to,  and  afi<ed  for 
him  ;  he  fold  rfie  no  fuch  perfon  had  been  there, 
i  hen  I  told  my  m'^fter  the  affair,  who  told  me  by 
his  book  it  was  a  watch  he  had  made  for  a  gentle- 
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man  in  Devonfhirei  When  Mri  Price  fent  for  my 
mafter,  I  went  with  him,  and  knew  the  prifoner. 
On  being  afked  by  the  court,  if  there  had  been  any 
perfon  in  the  Ihop  betwixt  the  time  he  laft  faw 
the  watch,  and  the  prifoner’s  coming  in ;  replied, 
not  one  perfon  from  opening  the  fhop,  till  the 
watch  was  loft,  but  him. 

James  Bruin,  fervant  to  Mr.  Price,  declared, 
that  between  fix  and  feven  o’clock  on  the  6th  of 
November  in  the  evening,  as  he  was  fitting  in  the 
parlour,  fombody  came  in  and  aiked  for  Mr.  Price  } 
on  going  into  the  ftiop  faw  the  prifoner,  who  was. 
dreffed  in  a  filver  laced  hat,  a  green  waiftcoat  with 
sold  button  holes,  who  faid  he  wanted  to  fee  the 
mailer,  if  he  was  not  engaged  ;  on  being  told  that 
he  could  do  as  well,  he  took  a  watch  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  I  faw  it  was  the  watch  advertifed  that 
day,  I  went  and  told  my  mafter  of  it,  who  came 
down  ftairs,  and  told  the  prifoner  he  had  ftole  it, 
which  he  denied.  My  mafter  fent  diredtly  for  Mr. 
Honychurch  ;  his  man  came,  and  faid  the  prifoner 
was  the  perfon  that  was  at  his  Ihop  yefterday  mornings 
While  our  man  was  gone,  the  prifoner  owned  to  my 
mafter  and  I,  that  he  had  ftole  it  •,  we  went  be¬ 
fore  juftice  Fielding  the  next  day,  and  the  prifoner 
was  committed.  So  far  the  trial,  in  which  the  fadl 
was  but  too  plainly  fixed  on  me  :  however,  in  my 
defence  I  urged  that  all  faid  of  me  was  falfe  •,  I  did 
not  deny  but  I  carried  the  watchf  to  be  pawned  ; 
I  was  coming  down  Snow-hill,  and  a  well  drefled 
man  afkcd  me  if  I  had  mind  to  earn  a  (hilling; 
I  faid  yes,  fo  carried  it  to  pawn  ;  then  the  young 
gentleman  faid,  there  was  a  watch  ftolen,  fo  ftop- 
ed  me  ;  but  neither  the  judge  nor  jury  paid  any  re¬ 
gard  to  fuch  a  pitiful  come  off.  I  put  myfelf  in 
a  wretched  habit,  thinking  that  joined  to  my 
youth,  might  excite  the  pity  of  all  parties. 
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.  At  this  time.  I  had  many  friends  to  make  appli» 
canon  for  me  in  mitigation  of  my  fentence,  and 
had  the  happuiefs  to  be  fent  abroad  in  the  fummer 
of  1751,  thereto  continue  for  fourteen  years;  I 
faded  from  Gravefend  in  the  fhip  Trial,  captain 
Johnfon,  for  Patomack  j-iver,  in  Virginia ;  there 
went  on  board  this  fhip  with  me  Mr.  Jolhua  Weft 
before  mentioned  to  be  tranfported  as  well  as  myl 
ielf.  As  foon  as  the  Ihip  arrived,  intelligence  there¬ 
of  was  fent  to  colonel  Lee’s,  that  the  convid  fcr- 
vants  were  come  from,  London;;  we  dropped 
anchor  on  a  Saturday,  and  the  Wednefday  follow- 
lag  was  fale-day,.  and  the  planters  came  on  board 
to  buy  ;  thc.-e  was  one  John  Burgefs,  a  native  of 
the  country,  came  tq  me,  alking  very  civilly  what 

T  ^  i  ^  work,  but  not  hard 

1  then  alked  him  if  there  were  any  milliners,  watch¬ 
makers,  or  fuch  trades  as  I  worked  at  in  London 
he  turned  his  head  and  laughed  •,  I  told  him-  I  did' 
not  care,  as  my  father  had  paid  my  paflao-e,  but 
the  captain  replied  he  had  not,  and  I  having  no 
friends  was  forced  to  fubmit,  and  be  fold  as  others 
were.  My  mafter  took  me  on  fhore  to  an  ordin- 
ary,  and  told  me  if  1  would  be  a  good  boy  and 
work,  I  fhould  want  for  nothing:  I  then  afkcd 
him,  if  he  and  I  were  to  go  halves?  he  replied,, 
in  what?  and  I  faid  in  thieving:  but  on  tellint^  me 
I  was  come  into  a  wrong  country  for  thar,°  and 
praiftifing  theft  would  foon  bring  him  to  ruin ; 

I  urged  that  would  certainly  be  his  portion  if  he 
did  not  let  me  go.  He  rejoiced  much  at  his  bar¬ 
gain,  and  I  at  his  folly.  We  then  fet  out  for 
home  on  horfe-back,  I  behind  him,  and  had  fifteen 
miles  to  ride;  at  length  got  home,  and  feeing  my 
mafter  s  palace,  I  took  it  for  a  pidgeon-houfe  : 
being  tired  and  hungry,  they  brought  me  fome  . 
vifluals  called  humeny  and  milk,  w.hich  I  thought 
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very  fweet  ai^d  good.  Next  morning  my  mafter 
roufed  dine  by-times  to  grind  my  hoe,  I  looked 
very  hard  at  him,  and  told  him  I  was  not  ufed  to 
that  kind  of  work;  he  however  took  me  to  a  field 
to  fhew  me  how  to  hill-up  fome  corn ;  I  told  him 
the  trade  I  was  lent  from  London  for,  was  much 
eafier  chan  this.  In  fliort,  I  could  think  of  nothing 
but  my  old  trade,  and  foon  found  means  to  break 
into  a  neighbour’s  houfe,  with  an  intent  to  rob 
them  of  what  1  could  catch,  with  a  fixed  refolution 
to  ruin  myfelf  and  my  matter,  for  work  did  never 
agree  with  me ;  however,  I  got  two  gold  rings, 
and  fome  wearing  apparel,  which  I  brought  to  my 
mittrefs,  knowing  her  to  conceal  other  things  for 
us,  but  fhe  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  my 
prize  :  this  caufed  me  to  run  away,  and  make  my 
cafe  known  to  a  juttice  of  the  peace,  who  had  me 
apprehended,  and  fent  for  my  matter,  upon  my 
own  difeovery  ;  I  was  fent  to  goal,  but  my  matter 
bailed  me  out  till  feflions,  when  I  received  fentence 
to  be  whipped  and  pilloried,  which  was  rigouroufiy 
executed  :  my  matter  was  obliged  to  make  a  four¬ 
fold  gratification  for  the  injury  1  had  done  the 
party  robbed. 

My  fervitude  being  very  intollerable  to  ,  me,  I 
determined  to  make  a  trial  of  another  efcape,  and 
for  that  purpofe  took  one  of  my  matter’s  horfes, 
a  fuit  of  his  cloaths,  and  other  neceflaries  for  my 
journey  ;  but  not  confidcring  the  expence,  the  danger 
in  croiling  the  rivers,  and  having  no  pafs  from  a 
magittrate,  I  was  foon  taken  up,  and  brought  back 
to  my  matter,  who  gave  me  a  terrible  whipping,  he 
fleed  me  from  neck  to  rump,  fo  that  I  was  obliged 
to  lie  oniniy  belly  for  feveral  days  and  nights  ;  aad 
when  I  was  well  enough  to  walk,  he' fold  me  into 
the  -  back  fettlements  ot  Virginia,  I  believe  four 
hundred  miles  within  land  wkcrel  was, when  general 
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b  ^''°'"  Alexandria 

yJj^T^  °u  Ohio,  in  the  year 

hv^rfc  '"hh  great  (laughter 

fn  f  ^^onch  ;  my  mafter  and  his  family  removed 

for  fear  of  the  French  and  the  fcalpingVties  of 

and  ^^e  country  fll  round, 

ier.  inhuman 

nf  rn5  I  ^  go*;  ^^quaintcd  with  ferjeant  Campbell, 
of  colonel  Dunbar’s  regiment,  and  begged  of  him* 

and  T  fr  f  my  ■  requeft, 

mar?h  h  f  tirefome 

march  back  from  the  field  of  battle,  near  Fort  du 

S’r^h ’■  Philadelphia,  in  Penfylvania  ;  when 
here  being  bare  of  cloathing,  and  in  want  of  money, 
being  withal  very  hungry,  I  took  up  my  London 
trade,  and  foon  ftole  a  whole  piece  of  handkerchiefs, 
a  dozen  in  number  ;  I  tarried  in  Philadelphia  till  I 
ad  got  good  (lock  of  cloaths  and  money,  meetino- 
■with  continual  fuccefs  in  defrauding  the  public,  bv 
my  Old  and  wicked  proceedings,  '' 

I  traveiied  with  all  pofTibl?  diligence  to  New 
lork,  where  I  found  a  great  many  milliners;  I  ' 
thought  of  immediately  touching  them  with  my 
J-oncion  mode  ;  into  one  (hop  I  went  to  pradlife  in 
myufuaS  way,  but  going  to  fell  the  lace,  I  was 
apprehended  by  one  of  the  aldermen,  upon  fufpi* 
cion  of  ftealing  it,  and  the  owner  hearing  of  the 
affair,  came  and  claimed  the  lace,  brought  me  to 
trial,  and  1  was  fentenced  to  be  whipped  behind  a  cart 
at  the  corner  of  ev^ery  ftreet  in  the  city,  which 
was  executed  upon  me,  brought  back  again  to  the 
goal,  and  in  a  few  days  ordered  out  of  the  c/ry 
never  more  to  return,  on  pain  of  having  my  fen' 
tence  again  repeated.  I  was  pafied  twenty  miles 
by  con  [tables,  and  then  left  to  inyfclf  to  proceed 
wnerever  my  fancy  led  me  :  in  walking  about  two 
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rfi'iles  farther,  I  fell  into  company  with  one  Browne? 
a  namefake  and  farmer  ;  he  allied  me  if  1  could 
work,  I  told  him  but  a  little,  rhoii?,h  very  willing 
to  learn.  He  took'  me  home^'  ufed  me  very  well 
however,'  I  had  not  been  with  him  long,  before 
he  fold  a  plantation,  and  oblerving  vvhere  he  put 
the  money  and  the  key  of  the  cheft,  took  my 
opportunity  to  feize  all  his  money  in  dollars  and 
paper,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  ten  pcainds, 
with  a  horfeyi faddle  and  bridle,  made  off  oircdtly 
for  New  York,  where  altering  my  drefs,  and  pro-^ 
ceeded  diredl  for  Philadelphia,  there  putting  up  at 
the  fiern  of  the  Indian  Kins:,  I  was  obliged  to  fell 
my  horfe  and  buy  another,;  intending  to  get  a  lit¬ 
tle  farther  out  of  the  way  of  enquiry,  at  lead  for 
the  prefent. 

-  For  this  piirpofe  I  continued  my  route  to  Win- 
diefter,  in  the  back  fettlem.ents  of  Virginia  *,  when 
finding  myfelf  near  my  old  rhafter,  made  enquiry 
for  him,  found  him  our,  and  made  him  a  prefent 
of  a  filver  watch,  befides  fome  money  which  con¬ 
tented  the  old  man  very  -well.  He  then  gave  rrie 
up  my  cohvidlion,  and  went  with  me  to  Win- 
cheiter,  where  he  procured  a  pafs  as  a  free  man* 
for  me  to  go  wherever  I  had  a  mind  without  mo- 
leftation.  From  this -place  I  went  to  Fort-To¬ 
bacco,  to  fee  njy  firli  rhafter,'  to  let  him  know  I 
had  mended  my  fortune  with  other  peoples  gains 
he  wifhed  my  joy  on  the  occafiop,  and  in  a  few 
days  took  me  leave  of  him,  and  fleered  my  courfe 
for  Charles  Town,  in  South  Carolina,  bought  a 
gun  to  amufe  my  on  the  road,  and  had  near  nine 
or  ten  horfes,  I  fwapped,  changed,  and  defraud¬ 
ed  people  off,  under  pretence  of  going  with  an 
exprefs  to  Charles  Town  ;  where  at  length  arriving, 
Lmet  with  my  brother,  that  1  had  not  feen  for 
t^^elve  years  and  upwards  y  he  looked  very  cold 
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and  jndiiTerentupon  me,  thinking  I  ftould  bring  him 
to  difgrace  and  fliame,  as  1  had  done  in  England, 
got  acquahited,  with  one  Jofeph  Warren,  and 
hired  myleif  to  him,  as  an  overfeer  of  his  Ne- 
poes  I  had  not  been  in  this  ftation  long,  before 
lie  Md  me  a  horfe  at  my  own  price,  which  I  im¬ 
mediately  fold  in  town,  and  went  on  board  the 
Ehree  Brothers,  captain  Holliday,  bound  for  An- 

wrl  ’  r*”  ^  reafon  for  my  retiring  thus 

hallily  from  Charles  Town,  was,'  I  had  got  ac¬ 
quainted  with  one  Mrs.  Broughton,  a  married  wo- 
man  ;  her  hulband  fwore  he  would  cut  my  ears  ofF 
or  take  away  my  life,  if  I  dared  to  continue  any 
intercoufe  with  his  wife,  he  was  extremely  Jea¬ 
lous  of  me,  and  indeed  not  without  fufEcient 

,  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  and  had  got  with¬ 
in  two  days  fail  of  Antigua,  when  we  fell  in  with 
four  French  privateers,  after  a  ftout  refiftance  of 
lading  and  plying  our  wooden  guns,  of  which  we 
nad  mounted  twenty  two,  we  were  taken  and  carried 
into  Martinico,  there  remained  three  weeks,  fH  a 
cartel  Ihip  came  and  carried  us  to  Antigua  ;  in  this 
ifland  I  alTumed  the  charafter  of  a  mafter  painter 
and  got  a  job  to  paint  the  Duke  of  Cumberland* 
privateer,  belonging  to  George  Walker,  which 
having  fnifhed,  1  was  paid.  I  now  went  to 
St.  Chrillopher’s,  in  the  packet,  where  I  had 
not  been  long,  before  I  entered  on  board  the  Fox 
privateer,  |captain  Woolford,  for  a  fix  months 
cruize,  but  had  no  fucceis,  we  returned  to  the 
fame  port ;  as  I  had  been  thus  unfortunate  at  fea, 
was  willing  to  try  my  luck  by  land,  I  went  into 
the  country  to  a  gentleman,  told  him  I  was  court¬ 
ing  a  young  lady  of  fortune,  and  begg’d  him  to 
lend  me  a  fuit  of  his  cioaths,  he  very  willingly 
did  j  1  took  him  into  a  houle,  where  we  had  fome 

punch. 
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punch,  which  having  drank,  I  went  out  and  left 
him  to  amule  himfelf  .with  his  own  folly.  I  fold 
the  cloaths,  \yithout'the  leaft  probability  of  difco- 
very-,  I  fecreced  myfelf  a  few  days,  and 'went 
on  board  a  vcffel  then  ready  to  fail  tor  Philadelphia. 

After  my  arrival,  I  got  acquainted  with  a  re¬ 
cruiting  officer,  beating  up  for  volunteers  to  go  a- 
gaind  the  French. fort  on  the  Ohio.  I  cnhfted 
with  him  for  four  years,  and  to  be  paid  half  the 
money  down,  1  bought  a  horfe  to  go  with  him 
to  Carlide,  in  the  back  fettlements  of  PenfyK^- 
nia.  There  I  faw  my  captain,  who  was  valHy 
pleafed  with  me  ;  our  company  was  reviewed  by  the 
major  of  the  light  horfe,  he  having  the  fuperioiir 
command.  I  was  pitched  on  for  a  light  horfe  man, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Thompfon,  our 
general  Forbes  being  very  ill,  was  obliged  to  be  ' 
carried  in  a  horfe  litter,  between  two  horfes  ^  if 
wanted  painting,  I  was  ordered  to  CaiTifle  to  buy 
fome'  paint,  for  that  fervice  5  I  was  ordered  by 
one  of  the  officers  to  bring  his  girl  from  Carlide 
with  me,  which  I  did,  and  by  the  way,  had  the 
pleafure  of  giving  her  the  compliment  of  a  road 
relifh  s  my  commiting  fuch  a  rafla  aftion,  macie 
me  imagine  the  whole  camp  might  be  let  on  fire  by 
her;  I  thought  nothing  was  fo  expedient  for  me  as 
idefertion,  for  fear  of  bad  confequences,  and  went 
off  the  fame  night,  being  the  loth  of  July  1758, 
with  my  horle,  regimentals,  and  accoutrements, 
and  travelled  for  the  back  fettlements  of  Virginia  ; 
in  ffiort,  I  went  through  many  dangerous  places, 
and  almoft  infurmountable  difficulties  before  I  reachecj 
Williamffiurg  where  as  Toon  as  I  arrived,  fold 
my  horfe  and  regimentals,  and  put  on  the  drefs  of 
a  farmer,  in  order  to  buy  corn  ;  but  notwithftand- 
ing  this  fcheme  fucceeded  fo  well  as  I  expefted, 

I  thoughr.  of  fpeedily  fhifting  my  quarters.  For 
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,wjiLch  purpofe,  I  once  more  thought  of  paying  a 
yi  u  to  Charles  'lown,  where  I  entered  into  a  Vt- 
gmient  ol  Buffs,  raifed  by  the  colony  of  South 
Carolina,  to  go  againR  the  Cherokee  nation  I 
was  made  a  fcrjeant,  and  being  lent  one  day  to 
change  a  ten  pound  bill  for  my  captain,  I  had 
changed  It  at  a  Jew’s,  who  afterwards  charged  me 
with  a  bad  bill  pf  twenty  pounds,  of  which  I  was 
entirely  jnnocent  ;  however,  I  was  fent  to  Goal, 
and  confined  for  two  months,  in  as  deplorable  a 
conoition,  as  ever  poor  man  was.  When  releafed 
irom  prilon,  I  was  lent  to  the  Barracks,  where  I 
continued  in  a  very  bad  Rate  of  health  forfome  time. 
After  my  recovery,  I  became  acquainted  with  a 
gentleman,  he  ana  I  took  to  coining  of  bad  mo- 

r  carried  on  for  fome  time  with  con- 

iiderable  fuccefs ;  but  at  length  yie  parted  good 
jiicnds  m  the  Country,  and  threw  away  our  uten- 
fRs.  I  took  my  couiTe  for  New  Bern,  in  North 
Carolina,  in  my  way  I  married,  and  my  wife’s  fa- 
ther  thinking  me  ,two  great  a  rake,  to  be  truRed 
with  her  portion,  look’d  very  lightly  on  me  ;  but 
I  found  means  to  bring  him  greatly  in  debt,  and 
made  off  diredly,  leaving  the  old  man,  daiio-hter 
and  all,  to  pleale  themfdves  in  the  folly  of  °heir 
V\  ifdom.  J  made  free  with  one  of  my  father’s 
horfes,  and  made  for  a  place  called  Brunfwick,  in 
the  fame  province  of  North  Carolina.  J'hen  I 
agreed  with  captain  Wright,  for  my  palTage  to 
Jamaica,  vye  were  weather-hound  for  three  week. 

I  then  verily  thought  my  wickednefs  was  the  caufe 
of  our  delay,  through  the  juR  vengeance  of  Al- 
nrighty  God.  At  laR  we  had  a  fair  wind,,'  made 
fail,  and  had  a  very  favourable  paRage  to  Port 
Royal ;  the  next  tide  after  our  arrival  iiere,  wq 
y/eighed  anchor  and  made  KingRon  harbour. 
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■  ,Gn  my  going  on  (hore  here,  being  very  'poor 
and  dillrefled,  1  began  to  think  of  fomething  for 
my  appearance  in  fo  fine  a  place  ;  for  this  purpofe  I 
got  acquainted  with  a  taylor,  and  told  him,  I  was 
come  there  to  .fettle  at  my  trade  of  a  limner  ;  by  this 
expedient  I  got  a  very  good  fuit  of  cloaths,  and 
thought  myfclf  in  a  good  fituation.  The  next 
acquaintance  I  had,  was  one  Mrs.  Fembruge,  who 
had  feveral  negroes,  her  own  property,  I,  thought 
this  a  fine  fortune,  and  it  was  certainly  fo  to  me,  . 
though  I  foon  found  her  to  be  a  married  woman, 
but  parted  according  to  law  from  her  hufband  ;  fhe 
had  a  great  many  gallants,  I  found  mylelf  her 
principal  favourite,  and  muff  confefs,  I  got  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  one  of  her  fparks  ;  he  told  me,  he  had  a 
much  greater  regard  for  her,  than  fhe  had  for  him  : 
land  faid,  he  had  a  cheft  at  his  mafter’s  accompting- 
hoLife,  which  he  believed  was  full  of  dollars:  t 
direftly  acquainted  Mrs.  Fembruge  with  this,  who 
requefted  me  to  get  it  from  him,  if  pofiible  I  then 
made  ule  of  every  means  to  get  the  prize  into  my 
poffefiion he  came  and  gave  me  direftions  how 
and  when  to  fend  for  it ;  I  procured  a  negroe,  and 
fent  him  agreeable  to  my  orders  •,  every  thing 
fucceeded,  and  the  cheft  was  brought  to  me  :  I  went 
to  a  certain  private  houfe,  examined  the  contents, 

, which  proved  to  be  cambricks  and  lawns,  which  I 
went  diredlly  and  fold  for  fifteen  pounds  fterling, 
leaving  out  two  pieces  for  a  fuit  of  linnen  for  Mrs. 
Fembruge,  but  gave  the  gallant  nothing  for  his 
pains,  telling  him  it  was  of  no  value. 

After  this,  I  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Ter¬ 
ries^  a  Jew,  who  told  me  he  had  an  hundred  pound 
bill  at  my  fervice  whenever  1  pleafed,  and  for  what¬ 
ever  life  I  had  a  mind  to  apply  it:  I  went  the  next 
morning  to  a  ftore,  purchafed  goods  to  the  amount 
qf  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  defiling  ti  e 
■  •  ■  ■  '  '  itori. 
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ftorc-keeper  to  fend  them  to  my  lodpi’ngs  •  he 

Soods  bimCcIf ;  I  then  ihewfd’him 
the  hundred  pound  note,  told  him  I  had  borrowed 
it,  and  was  to  give  five  piftoies  to  the  lender  for  two 
months  ;  on  this  he  told  .me,  I  looked  like  a  very 
honeft  gentleman,  and  would  give  me  credit  for 
the  whole  for  three  months  ;  I  was  to  have  ^one  to 

-  declined  that.  °I  run 

in  debt  with  many  other  people  upon  the  ifland,  to 

a  confiderable  amount :  I  fold  all  the  goods  to  the 
Jew,  who  lent  me  the  note  for  fifty  pounds.  Mr'? 
Pembruge  and  I  made  off  for  Spanilh-town,  in 
order  to  fettle  with  her  hufband,  and  get  her  own 
flaves  from  him.  At  this  time,  the  perfon  who  let 
me  have  the  cheft  full  of  cambricks  and  lawns,  fol-  , 
lowed  us ;  Ihe  told  him  how  great  a  fool  he  was  to 
follow  one  who  he  knew  full  well  had  not  the  leaft 
regard  for  him,  though  he  had  lavifhed  away  all 
his  own  honeft  gams,  and  robbed  others  to  fupport 
her  ;  though  fhe  was  kind  to  me,  yet  I  think  there 
never  was  a  woman  of  a  harder  heart,  or  of  a  more 
cruel  and  ungrateful  difpofition  in  the  world  ;  thofe 
who  fhewed  a  more  than  ordinary  regard  for  her 
vvere  fure  of  the  worfe  treatment ;  now  living  in 
plenty,  fhe  forgot  all  former  want  and  mifery 
and  I  do  verily  believe,  flie  would  have  cut  the 
throat  of  any  man  who  fhould  rcfcue  her  from 
want,  or  fave  her  life. 


She  was  a  good  looking  v/oman,  and  to  thofe 
who  knew  her  not,  appeared  an  angel,  but  in 
truth  a  devil.  The  old  gallant  being  flung  to  the 
quick  at  Mrs.  Pembruge’s  bafe  behaviour,  went 
back  to  Kingfton,  and  informed  againfl:  us  both, 
and  we  were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  committed  to 
Spanifh-town  goal,  for  the  fraud  of  the  linnen  ;  in 
this  prifon  we  lay  three  months  ;  at  length  the  evi¬ 
dence  vyas  brought  to  the  fame  goal,  and  c.he  re¬ 
gard 
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gard  he  had  for -this  woman  being  ftill  as  great  as 
ever,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  her,  full  of  the  moft: 
tender  profelFions  of  efteem  and  love  ;  begged 
her  pardon  for  being  the  caufe  of  her  confinement  ; 
that  he  was  fenfible  the  charge  againft  hrr  and 
Charles  Speckman  was  not  jufl;  ;  nay,  that  he  knew 
us  both  to  be  innocent,  and  that  he  would  foiwear 
upon  the  trial  ;  and  never  could  reft  or  have  quiet  of 
mind  for  taking  this  ungenerous  ftcp,  to  abufe  and 
defame  the  charader  of  the  beft  woman  in  the 
world,  and  that  of  the  worthy  gentleman  her 
companion.  We  were  removed  to  Kingfton,  to 
take  our  trials  at  the  aflizes  ;  in  the  interim  the 
evidence  broke  goal,  and  made  his  efcape,  we 
,  were  for  v/ant  of  profecution  difcharged  the  fecond 
court-day. 

Thinking  it  would  not  be  fo  well  to  continue 
in  Kingfton,  I  left  Mrs.  Pembruge,  and  went  to¬ 
wards  Black- river,  and  Savannah  la  Mar,  where  I 
hired  a  horfe,  and  proceeded  to  Montague-bay  : 
there  I  met  with  a  filler,  who  I  had  not  feen  before 
for  twelve  years.  I  foon  got  acquaintance  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  efpecially  with  a  daughter  of 
colonel  Savory’s  ;  I  was  determined  to  fettle  here,  • 
and  live  in  an  honeft  way  ;  all  her  family  greatly 
carefTed  and  loved  me,  and  I  found  that  I  •  had  no ' 
fmall  intereft  with  her  friends  ;  I  found  myfelf  ab- 
folute  mafter  of  the  young  lady’s  hearty- my  hap- 
pihefs  was  com  pleat.  In  a  fliorc  time  we  were 
married  ;  four  days  before,  ftie  made  me  a  prefenc 
of  one  hundred  pounds  in  cafh,  to  get  ncceflaries: 
the  day  we  were  married,  all  the  negroes'came  to 
wifh  me  joy,  and  hoped  I  would  make  them  a, 
good  mafter  ;  the  fight  of  them  in*  a  ftate  of  fiavery, 
affefted  me  very  much  ;  I  wifhed  to  have  made 
prefents  to  them  all,  and  wiihed  myfelf  on  an  im- 
.  mediate  voyage  for  London,  I  had  not’  enjoyed 

the 
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tlie  marned-ftate  long,  till  my  wife  was  taken  very' 
111,  and  foon  after  died ;  llie  was  a  very  worthy 
woman,  and  her  departure  a  great  lofs  to  me.  It 
immediately  unhinged  the  tranquillity  of  my  mind, 
lo  that  I  determined  to  fell  all  off,  and  return  to 
Kingfton,  and  to  my  old  praftices  again. 

Where  being  arrived,  I  enquired  for  and  foon 
found  out  Mrs.  Pembruge,  and  entirely  forgot  my 
deceafed  wife:  we  lived  together  as  ufual,  but  mo- 
ney  falling  flmrt,  I  fell  into  the  immediate  exercife 
of  my  old  pranks.  1  bought  up  a  great  quantity 
of  flour,  getting  as  long  credit  as  I  could,'  but 
fold  It  all  again  diredly  for  ready  money.  In  like 
manner  I  got  linnenand  other  things  from  different 
ftores,  and  fold  them  as  I  had  done  the  flour. 
One  man  I  ruti  pretty  deeply  in  debt  with,  and 
prorniicd  him  a  good  horle  in  part  of  payment  5 
to  accompliOi  this,  I  next  morning  hired  a  wherry 
to  carry  me  to  Paffage  Fort,  where  I  hired  a  horfe 
for  Spani(li-co wn,  but  inhead  of  going  there,  re¬ 
turned  to  Kingfton,  and  fold  the  horfe  to  my  mer¬ 
chant,  and  received  fome  money  in  pocket.  I 
confined  myfelf  during  the  remainder  of  my  ftay  to  * 
my  lodgings,  being  afraid  to  go  out,  my  fafety 
prompted  rne  fo  to  do,  fearing  the  being  detedled, 
Kingfton  being  but  a  fmali  city,  and  not  very  po¬ 
pulous  ;  before  I  left  the  iftand  I  buried  Mrs.  Pem- 
bruge,  and  then  bid  adieu  to  Jamaica  for  ever. 

I  went  privately  on  board  the  brigantine  Betfty^^ 
captain  Goodwin,  bound  for  New- York  ;  at  this 
time  I  pretended  to  be  a  doftor,  and  having  two 
other  fhips  in  company,  whofe  hands  were  very 
lickly,  I  was  put  on  board  one  of  them  to  bleed 
feveral  of  the  men,  which  I  performed  though  with 
much  fear;  and  one  of  them  that  I  gave  a  draught’ 
to,  gave  me  four  dollars  for  the  fervice  ;  foon  after  ' 
our  own  people  were  taken  ill  5  them  I'ferved  in 

the 
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die  fame  manner ;  at  length  I  was  taken  ill  myfdf, 
and  at  our  arrival  at  Sandy-hook,  was  carried  on 
ihore,  put  to  bed,  and  grew  fo  much  worfe  during 
three  weeks,  that  1  was  obliged  to  have  the  clergy 
by  me,  thinking  my  end,  at  hand :  happy  had  it 
been  fo,  but  God  for  worthy  purpofes,  and  .for  the 
good  of  the  world,  referved  me  tor  an  ignominious 
death.  T  had  extraordinary  good  ufage  of  every 
kind  from  the  gentlemen  ^of  ^  this  city  :  dndeed,' 
throughout  all  America  their  g-nerofity  and  hofpi- 
tality  are  almoft  boundlefs,  cfpeciajiy  to  Engiilli 
people.  Though  I  was  by  thefe,  worthy  citizens 
ufed  in  fo  kind  a  manner,  I  made  them  moft  un¬ 
grateful  returns.  As  foon  as  well,  I  enlifted  as  a 
ferjeant  in  captain  Thompfon’s  company  of  rangers, 
for  whom  I  enlifted  feveral  men,'  but  cheated  them 
of  their  advance  m’oney  •,  and  went  to  fev^eral 
ftores,  took  up  Ennen,  and  other  effeds,  in  the 
captain’s  name,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pounds. 
Then  1  hired  a  horfe,  and  fet  off  for  Boiion  in 
New  England  ‘,‘1  had  been  no  more  than  two  days 
bn  my  journey,  till  I  was  obliged  to  hire  a  chaiie 
and  harnefs,  &c.  to  enable  me  to  go  through  m.y 
long  journey  •,  this  I  did  of  an  old  gentlewoman  in 
Connedicut,  and  took  chaife  and  horfe  to  the  end 
of  my  journey,  had  the  chaife  new  painted,  and 
ibid  it  to  the  beft  bidder  •,  '  I  alfo  fold  the  horfe  and 
harnefs.  My  flay  v/as  but  iliort  at  Bolfon,  I  went 
to  Salem,  about  twenty  miles  fr-om  Bo-fton,, 
where  I  took  lodgings,  courted  a  widow^entlewo - 
man’s  daughter,  then  took  a  (hop,  fet  up  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  painting,  and  got  feveral  confiderable  jobs,- 
but  all  the  while  run  very  much  in  debt  with  every 
body.  I  got  acquainted  with  a  gametter  in  '  this 
town  3  -he  wanted  improvement  ,  we  contrived  ’to 

E  touch 
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touch  all  we  could,  and  then  make  off.  We  had 
great  fuccefs  feveral  horfes,  watches,  and  other 
things  in  tru ft,  were  the  effeft  of  our  induftry,  The 

Ktf  I  a-T'  r'-  '"“ft  unfufpicious, 

ild""  I  r-;'?  ‘he  whole 

horfe,  w  carry  me  out  for  two  days  pleafure  •  I 
went  direaiy  to  Newport  in  Rhode-fftand,  fold  Ihe 
chaife,  bought  another  horfe,  and  with  my  com¬ 
panion,  went  as  faft  as  we  could  for  Philadelphia  a 

IbhJmf  J,  T  tJ’e  gambling 

It":?*  ‘’Ti’ , H'  "'“''‘1  ‘i 

afpire  at  my  art  of  dealing  j  this  I  chofe  not  to  truft 
h  one,  for  reafons  already  mentioned.  The 
t^amefter  took  his  paffage  for  the  Weft-Indies  a  I 

!-hSlhf  %  Philadelphia,  and  had 

thoughts  of  matnmQny  again,  that  I  might  the 

dehr  '"y  '’^hgns,  get  into 

debt,  and  in  due  time  run  away.  I  met  with  a 

,  young  woman,  Ihe  paffed  for  a  very  good  fortune 

we  were  foon  married,  but  fortune  fhe  had  none  ; 

tho  many  rich  and  powerful  relations,  whofe  interefh 

was  for  my  wife,  and  of  great  fervice  to  me,  I  had 

credit  every  where ;  but  being  difatisfied  with  my 

wife,  I  told  her  that  I  had  urgent  bufinefs  at  New 

Axr”  ^  commander  I  expedted  from  the 

Weft  Indies  ;  as  my  bufinefs  lay  all  there,  I  defined 
her  to  put  up  in  a  large  trunk,  a  pair  of  fheets,  a 
pillow,  and  other  neccffaries  that  I  thought  would 
anfwer  my  purpofe  :  I  muft  confefs,  fhe  was  a  corn- 
pleat  houfewifc,  and  very  induftrious.  My  incli¬ 
nation,  however,  Jed  me  for  England,  the  firft 
opportunity :  accordingly  I  fet  out  on  my  iourney 
towar  s  South  Carolina,  hired  a  fcrvant,  and  on 
the  road,  took  all  my  effeds  put  of  the  trunk,  filled 

it 
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ic  with  combuftables  of  a  great  weight,  raifed  ’■mo¬ 
ney  on  it,  and  left  it  in  the  care  of  my  unfufpeft- 
ing  landlord  ;  hired  two  horfes,  and  went  to  An¬ 
napolis  in  Maryland  ;  here  I  found  out  my  wife’s 
real  charafter,  and  that  Ihe  had  a  child  at  nurfe, 
which  finding  out,  I  bought  fome  deaths,  and 
prefented  to  her,  in  remembrance  of  her  mother. 
The  next  morning  I  fetout  forEdenton,  in  North 
Carolina,  where  on  my  arrival,  I  met  with  fome 
jovial  company,  that  pleafed  me  extremely  well :  I 
flayed  three  weeks  with  them,  conftantly  gaming : 

I  won  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ; 
with  part  of  this  money  I  bought  a  race  horfe,  in¬ 
tending  to  run  him  as  opportunity  offered,  on  our 
journey  to  the  fouth,  which  I  did  fcveral  times, 
and  always  won.  My  fervant  and  I  agreed  very  well,  ■ 
he  was  a  trufty  fellow,  a  good  fervant,  kept  my 
fccrets  inviolable,  and  without  any  fear.  Before 
we  reached  Charles  Town,  we  had  got  fix  or  feven 
horfes,  and  fold  thern  about  thirty  miles  from  the 
the  places  they  were  taken  from.  I  ufed  often  to 
make  a  halt  for  necclfaries  for  myfclf,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  public. 

We  at  length  reached  Charles  Town,  where  J 
difeharged  my  trufty  fervant;  enquired  after  my 
old  acquaintance  Mrs.  Broughton,  found  her,  and 
let  her  know  my  intentions  were  for  England  ;  fhe 
fmiled,  and  told  me,  fhe  could  not  believe  it,  and 
fet  forth  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  fuch  an  enter- 
prize  from  the  enemy,  together  with  the  hazard  of 
the  feas.  I  enquired  for  her  hufband,  but  beipg 
told  he  was  gone  a  voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies,  this 
removed  my  fears  ;  we  drank  fome  bottles  of  wine 
together,  repeated  our  old  feenes  of  aftion,  though 
ihe  had  received  many  a  hearty  drubbing  for 
what  we  had  done  before,  which  the  huffiand  was 
determined  never  to  forgive;  he  was  a  very  jealous 
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feian,  but  wi[h  great  reaibn  he  was  fo  ;  I  knew 
that  very  well,  and  therefore  v/as  the  more  con- 
icious  of  my  own  snd  licr  crimes. 

My  mindconnnued  frilltorun  upon  England; 
I  took  a  \valk  to  the  bay,  and  met  with  captain 
^  uound  for  England,  made  a  bargain  for 
my^allage,  told  him  1  had  an  eftate  fallen  to  me, 
and  was  going  home  to  take  poffeffion  of  it  ;  c^ot 
all  neceffanes  for  the  voyage,  took  leave  of  all  my 
arquaintances,  and  in  1761,  went  on  board  ;  rhy  fer- 
vant,  who  dill  continued  in  town,  begged  to  accom¬ 
pany  me  vyherever  I  flaould  go,  but  being  at  this  time 
very  Ijck,!  was  obliged  to  leave  him  behind  me,  th'o’ 
very  unwifiing.  After  being  on  board  about'three' 
V-’ttks-,  I. began  to  write  ;  at  the  fame  time  tellino'. 
tne  captain,  I  had  lent  the  nloft  valuable'' of  my 
papers  honje  in  the  Weft  -India  fleet.  .‘We  had  a 
iong  pafTage  of  nine,  weeks,  and  the  day  before  we 
made  Falmouth,  a  moft  terrible  hurricane  came  on 
the  oldtft  perfon  on  board  had  never  before  feen 
the  like :  we  refigned  our  feives  to  the'  mercy  of 

fjpd,  and  the^moLintains  of  waves.;  however,  we 
at  length  put  into  Falmouth,,  in  a  fliattered  condi¬ 
tion,  Captain 'Sclater  and'  I  went  diredly  on  fhore, 

1  then  cold  him  my  intention  of  going  up  to  Loa^ 
don  by  land,  i  had  a  negroe  of  his  to  fell,  but 
could  not  get  my  price  ror  him  ;  the  gentleman  I 
applied  to,  knowing  my  friend,  defired  me  to  be 
perfciftly  eafy,  as  I  might  have  ten  of  twenty 
pounds  to  carry  me  to  town;  I  took  only  ten 
guineas,  and  gave  him  my  note  for  it.  I  alfo 
fettled  with  the  captain,  and  gave  him  a  note  for  > 
ihircy-five  pounds,  for  the  payment  of  my  paflage, 
and  other  matters  betwixt  us. 

I  fet  out  for  London  along  with  part  of  the 
guard  tliat  came  with  the  money,  brought  over 
in  the  Liibon  packet  ;  my  friend  at  Falmoiitii  lent 
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me  one  of  his  horfes  *,  when  we  came  to  Exeter  I 
took  a  poft-chaife,  but  not  before  I  had  borrowed 
twenty  guineas  of  the  landlord,  who  really  thought 
I  was  a  fharer  in  this  fine  prize,  and  mailer  of  the 
packet.  The  whole  fum  was  imagined  ‘to  be 
feventy  thoufand  pounds.  I  made  a  bold  attempt, 
and  got  fome  of  this  rhoney,  and  fhould  have  got 
much  more,  but  for  the  want  of  a  partner.  I  put 
this  and  the  reft  of  my  money  into  the  feat  of  the. 
chaife,  fuffered  a  man  to  ride  behind  to  the  next 
poll  town,  where  I  quitted'  the  chaife,  put  the 
money  in  a  box,  'and  had  it  lent  to  town  by  the 
next  waggon, ‘and  which  came  very  fafely  to  my 
hands.  I  was  vain  enotigli  to  think  with  proper 
afiiftancc,  I  could  have  got  hold  of  the  greateft 
part  of  tliis  cargo*  of  money. -‘I  fee  out  poft  for 
town  on  horfe-back  ;  my  behaviour  all  the  way 
was  fuch  as  gave  every  body  fatisfaftion,  from  the 
genteel  treatment  they  all  had  from  me  on  the 
road;  they  gave  me  the  greateft  charafter,  which-I 
turned  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  made  feveral  lit¬ 
tle  fums  by  the  way.  On  fearching  my  pockets  in 
London,  I  found  myfelf  poflefted  of  more  than 
one  hundred  pounds  •  but  thought  of  having  ano¬ 
ther  pufh  at  the  treafure,  which  was  expedled.in 
town  every  hour  ;  I  went  to  the  inn  in  Friday- 
ftreet,  told  the  book-keeper  all  the  circumftances 
relating  to  the  money,  and  where  I  had  left  them 
on  the  road,  with  other  deferiptions  that  gave  him 
fatisfadtion  ;  and  that  my  concern  in  the  cafh  was 
confiderable  ;  he  told  me,  I  fhould  be  heartily  wel-^ 
come  to  all  ’  the  money  he  had,  accordingly  he 
brought  me  eight  guineas;  after  exprefiing  my  con¬ 
cern  for  giving  him  fo  much  trouble,  I  walked  away 
from  him. 

I  did  not  think  of  vifidng  him  any  more;  but 
went  to  Mr,  Lane’s  in  Drury-lane,  where  I  hired  a 

chariot. 
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chariot,  With  a  coachman  and  footman,  in  order  ta 
pay  a  vifit  to  my  father,  whom  I  had  not  feen  for 

m  T  *  1*  was  glad  to  fee 

me,  Ipromifed  him  togoagainlhortly,  but  never 
did  more  The  misfortunes  I  hare  undergone 
_as  been,  I  am  certain,  intirely  owing  to  the  con- 
.  tinual  ftate  of  rebellion,  that  I  lived  in  with  my 
dear  parents  5  and  God  for  fuch  unnatural  prac- 
trees,  has  been  pkafed  to  bring  me  to  this  moft 
juft  and  deferved  puniiliment,  I  am  now  Ihortly 

wnflifr  from  my  fad  fate,  children 

would  learn  obedience  to  their  parents,  which  will 

be  attended  with  every  defirable  advantage  on 

earth  ;  be  a  bleffing  to  themfclves,  and  an  honour 

to  the  human  race  s  the  enjoyment  of  peace  and 

felicity  in  this  world,  and  the  fure  and  certain  hope 

of  enjoying  the  life  which  is  to  come.  Were  it 

Known  to  the  world,  who  my  parents  are,  it  could 

give  them  no  fatisfaiftion  ;  I  have  been  a  difo-race 

to  them,  and  would  wifti  difobedient  children  to 

.  be  warned  from  perpetrating  thofe  infamous  aifti- 

ons,  which  may  in  the  end  work  their  own  ruin  • 

and  fuch  deeds,  that  their  unfortnaate  parents 

could  neither  forefec  nor  prevent.  If  children  did 

but  properly  confider,  the  very  fear  of  bringing 

their  innocent  parents  to  difgrace  and  fliame,  would 

prevent  them  from  purfuing  thofe  wicked  prac* 

decs  which  end  in  being  publickly  expofed  to  a 

cenforious  world,  and  fuffering  an  ignominious 
death. 

I  fought  out  all  places  of  gaming  and  horfe-. 
races,  till  my  money  was  all  exaufted.  I  hired  a 
poft-chaife,  with  an  intention  of  going  to  Dublin, 
and  went  in  this  manner  to  Birmingham,  where 
I  defrauded  a  great  many  tradefmen  ;  and  at  my 
departure,  hired  a  horfe  for  Park-Gate,  waiting 
fome  time  for  a  fair  wind,  my  money  running 

very 
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Very  fliort ;  but  at  length  a  fair  wind  fpringing 
up,  I  went  on  board,  and  there  paffed  for  Mad- 
docks  the  wire  dancer’s  brother,  who  had  but 
lately  been  call  away  in  his  palTage  from  this  port 
to  Ireland.  The  paffengers  were  much  afraid  leafl: 
the  fame  fate  fliould  attend  us,  as  did  him  and 
his  unfortunate  companions  ;  one  of  whom  was 
Theophilus  Cibber,  the  famous  comedian.-  But 
God’s  holy  name  be  prais’d,  we  had  a  very  fine 
paffage,  and  arrived  very.  fafeJy  in  the  port  of 
Dublin. 

I  went  on  Ihore,  and  took  me  a  lodging,  and 
went  the  next  night  to  the  Play-Houfe,  in  Crow- 
Street,  where  I  made  application  to  Mr.  Barry, 
as  the  brother  of  Mr.  Maddocks,  and  that  I. 
wanted  to  perform  in  my  deceafed  brother’s,  way, 
though  my  real  intention  was  only  to  borrow  mo¬ 
ney  of  him.  Mr.  Barry  told  me  he  muft  fee 
fome  of  my  performances  firft  :  well  knowing 
iny  own  inability  in  performances  of  that  kind, 
without  broken  bones,  I  defifted  from  Mr.  Barry 
and  thought  of  making  my  market  of  Mr.  MolTop; 
but  he  told  me  it  was  too  late  in  the  feafon  to  engage 
any  performers.  Meeting  with  thefe  two  rebuffs, 
1  went  to  a  Goldfmith,  to  cheapen  fome  buckles^ 
he  fent  his  boy  to.  my  lodgings  with  two  pair  of 
Briftol-ftone  buckles,  fet  in  filver  :  I  fent  the 
boy  back  for  two  fmall  rings  ;  In  his  abfence,  I 
marched  off  with  the  buckles,  and  fold  them  at  a 
Bagnio  for  my  own  price.  The-  next  day  the 
buckles  were  advertifed,  and  in  a  few  days  after 
I  was  taken  at  the  fame  houfe  by  the  mafter  of 
the  Bagnio  ;  for  they  were  fools  enough  to  tell  of 
their  prize  to  feveral  neighbpurs,  that  they  had 
bought  two  fine  pair  of  buckles  very  cheap,  and 
found  themfeives  now  in  danger  of  much  trouble 
for  their  fimplicicy  :  but  the  good  nature  of  the 
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mafter,  got  me  ofF  from  any  other  punifliment 
I  f ^  making  them  a  recompence  for  their 

iols.  1  bought  me  a  regimental  fuit  of  deaths 
and  vifited  the  milliners  as  an  officer ;  at  one  ifi.op 
I  defired  them  to  put  up  a  box  of  the  beff  forts  ot 
their  lace  to  fhew  a  lady,  and  fend  the  fervant 
with  me,  with  which  the  milliner  moft  readily 
complied  ;  we  went  diredly  to  my  lodo-ino-s 
where  I  diredly  ordered  her  to  go  and  fetch  me 
lome  handkerchiefs  ;  in  the  interval  I  pufhed  off 
with  the  laces,  and  fold  them  all  the  next  morn¬ 
ing.  I  was, immediately  advertifed,  and  taken  hi 
a  thief  catcher,  but  at  the  earneft  interceffion  of 
his  wife,  he  let  me  go;  I  went  for  the  country, 
and  at  Thomolin,  I  was  again  taken  by  the  deferip- 
tion  in  the  fame  advertifement,  and  brought  back 
to  Dublin  ;  but  I  made  the  people  robbed,  fo  eafy 
with  my  flattering  behaviour,  they  did  not  care 
much  what  came  of  me,  fo  that  I  meditated,  and 
accomphfhed  my  efrape,  after  a  good  flipper,  and 
drinking  plenty  of  wine. 

Money  was  now  low  with  me,  fo  that  I  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  ftep  into  a  linnen-draper’s  fhop,  and  fteal 
fome  handkerchiefs,  made  fale  of  them  diredlly, 
and  with  the  money  paid  for  my  paflra<re  to  Park- 
Gate,  where  I  found  a  ftip  bLSd  of 

Man,  on  which  going  diretlly  on  board,  landed 
at  Douglas,  but  I  found  nothing  could  be  done 
here,  the  people  being  all  as  great  thieves  as  my- 
felf.  So  in  a 'little  veflel  bound  for  Scotland,  I 
got  on  board,  who  landed  me  at  Dumfries ;  wher(i 
the  moment  I  got  on  Ihore,  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the 
merchants  (the  meaneft  fi:iopkeeper  is  fo  here)  the 
the  milliners  and  others,  and  picked  up  enough 
in  defrauding  them  to  fupport  me  tolerable.  But 
the  town  being  fmall,  bufinefs  promifed  but  a^ 
Ihort  continuance,  i  made  the  beft  of  my  way 
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to  Edinburgh,'  the  horfe  I  brought  with  me,  I 
fold  to  a  drover  for  three  pounds  j  and  put  up  at 
one  Browne's,  of  whom  I  borrowed  a  clean  Ihirt 
fo  go  p  the  play,  enquired  for  the  manager  of 
the  houfe,  which  proved  to  be  Mr.  Digges  ; 
J  wanted  him  to  engage  me  on  the  fame  terms  as 
I  had  made  application  to  Meflleurs  Barry  and  Mof- 
fbp,  he  faid  1  (hould  perform  the  next  week,  but 
that  w^  too  late  for  me.  I  then  went  to  the  Farlia- 
mpt-Clofe,  to  a  filver-fmith’s,  cheapened  fome  of 
his  buckles,  and  accovding  to  my  ufual  method, 
defired  him  to  put  up  two  pair  and  two  rings,  let  his 
fervant  go  with  me  to  my  lodgings  ;  when  I  fent 
back  for  fomething  more,  then  went  out  and  fold 
them  to  Mrs.  Japp,  at  a  Bagnio,  where  I  re- 
frelhed  myfelf  for  two  days :  but  by  fome, accident, 
was  taken  and  committed  to  the  Talbooth-Goal, 
where  I  lay  for  three  weeks,  brought  to  my  trial, 
and  acquitted,  but  ordered  to  depart  the  city  in 
three  days.  I  muft  fay  I  had  very  great  favour 
ftiewn  me,  as  any  perfon  could  have,  which  was 
more  than  I  either  expelled  or  deferved.  On  my 
being  difeharged,  I  hired  a  horfe,  and  dole  fome 
handkerchiefs,  and  rode  away  for  Berwick,  v/here 
the  horfe  was  fold.  I  had  no  opportunity  nor  time 
to  deal  with  the  good  people  of  Berwick,  fo 
went  on  board  a  fhip  bound  for  London,  to  which 
place  we  had  a  long  and  tedious  paffage  :  pn  our 
arrival,  I  thought  proper  to  take  with  me,  the 
bundle  of  one  of  the  palTengers,  what  fuited  me  I 
kept,  and  the  reft  was  fold. 

I  made  but, a  fhort  ftay  in  London,  hired  a 
horfe  for  Briftol,  fold  him  there,  and  bought  a 
^fallion,  with  which  I  went  to  Cowbridge  in  Gla- 
morganfkiire,  there  fold  him,  and  ftole  a  filver 
watch,  befides  fome  fmall  parcels  of  laces.  I  did 
not  like  this  of  all  the  places  I  had  ever  been. at ; 
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&nd  fee  off*  direfliy  for  London,  where  1  fo- 
journed  but  a  few  days,  went  down  to  Portfmouth, 
took  lodgings  at  a  very  creditable  houfe,  told  my 
landlady  1  was  a  dealer  in  lace,  defiring  flie  would 
recommend  me,  which  fhe  did  to  feveral  Ihops, 
where  I  got  feveral  pieces,  went  over  to  Gofport 
among  the  filver-fmiths,  and  got  fome  fmall  booty 
there.  I  hired  a  horfe  in  Portfmouth  for  London  : 
within  four  miles  of  Kingfton,  I  came  up  with 
two  leamen,  flopp’d,  and  demanded  their  money 
and  watches,  they  gave  me  four  guineas,  and  a 
filver  watch  ;  I  left  them,  wdfhing  them  fafety  to 
London.  Between  Wandfworth  and  Vaux-Hall, 
1  flopped  a  gentleman  and  lady  in  a  poft-chaife, 
robbed  them  of  thirteen  guineas,  the  poft-boy  got 
off  his  horfe  and  ran  away  ;  but  after  I  had  fecii* 
red  the  money,  I  rode  after  him,  brought  him- 
back,  and  gave  him  a  hearty  flogging  :  the  gen¬ 
tleman  then  returned  me  thanks  in  a  very  kind 
and  hearty  manner,  and  I  wifhed  him  and  his  lady 
a  good  night,  I  went  that  night  to  Vaux-Hall, 
and  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  I 
flopped  the  Portfmouth  machine,  for  which  X 
was  apprehended,  and  carried  before  the  fitting 
juftices  in  the  Borough,  where  they  fearched  me, 
but  found  nothing,  yet  my  piftols  were  in  my 
breeches  pockets  ;  I  was  difeharged  as  they  had 
no  proof  of  any  thing  I  had  done  amifs  :  I  called 
lor  my  horfe,  and  mounted,  crying  out  to  them, 
if  any  one  could  ride  that  horfe  better  than  I, 
they  might  follow  me  ;  I  went  direifliy  into  Lon¬ 


don,  and  was  taken  very  bad,  fo  that  I  was  ob 


liged  to  go  through  a  falivation  for  one  month. 
1  then  began  to  be  Ihort  of  money,  and  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  go  a  thieving  again  ;  accordingly  I  took 
a  hackney  coach,  being  ftill  very  weak,  and 
not  able  to  walk,  I  went  to  a  miliner’s,  or  lace 
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fliop,  near  the  Royal-Exchange  in  Cornhill,  and 
ftolc  twelve  yards  of  point  lace,  to  the  value  of , 
thirty-fix  pounds,  which  I  fold.  '  I  began  to  gee 
ftrength  daily,  fo  one  day  took  a  walk  to  the  Park^ 
andfo  to  Chelfea,  where  I  hired  a  horfe  to  ride  a- 
bout  a  little. while,-being  tired  with  walking  ;  I  put 
my  horfe  up  at  the  Horfe  and  Groom,  in  order  to 
regale  myfelf  over  a  pine  of  mull’d  wine  :  and 
feeing  there  a  fine  grey  mare,  with  new  bridle  and 
faddle,  I  made  enquiry  of  the  owner’s  name  in  the 
houfe,  and  found  it  was  Simpfon ;  in  a  Ihort  time, 
defired  the  oftler  to  put  the  bridle  and  faddle  on 
the  mare,  as  I  thought  Mr.  Simpfon  ftayed  longer 
than  he  promifed  ;  the  man  without  the  lead  fuf- 
picion  brought  the  mare  out,  I  mounted  and  rode 
into  London,  and  at  the  end  of  Fleet- Market,  was 
flopped  by  the  owner,  he  aflced  if  I  had  not  that 
marc  at  Chelfea  ;  I  very  frankly  aflfured  him  I 
had,  and  was  going  on  a  very  hafty  meflage  from 
the  mailer  of  the  Horfe  and  Groom,  into  Bifliop’s- 
gate-Street,  and  was  to  return  with  all  fpeed  ;  ha 
faid  it  was  very  well,  and  left  me  to  proceed  where 
I  would,  I  went  into  the  Borough,  and  left  the 
mare,  in  pawn  for  fix  guineas.  I  went  the  next 
morning  to  Hyde-Park-Corner,  and  hired  a  Spa- 
nifh  Mare  to  go  to  Hounflow,  went  round  the 
country  to  Epping,  robbed  two  milliners  of  fome 
lace,  came  back  to  town,  and  left  the  mare  in 
pawn  for  four  guineas  with  the  landlord  of  the 
'  Catherine-Wheel  Inn,  in  Bifliopfgate* Street.  I 
went  out  again  in  a  few  days,  and  at  the  upper 
end  of  Tyburn-Road,  I  hired  another  horfe  to 
take  an  airing,  but  w^ent  only  round  to  White¬ 
chapel,  and  left  him  in  pawn  at  the  Chaife  and 
Horfes  there,  for  four  pounds.  A  great  number 
more  horfes  I  hired  in  like  manner,  my  method 
was  always  to  gee  the  names  of  the  liable- keepers, 
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and  of  all  the  gentlemen’s  horfes  tkat  flood  #ith- 
them,  that  I  pofiibly  could,  I  always  called  theni 
familiarly  by  their  names,  thought  I  might  have 
the  knowledge  of  them,  and  their  mentiomng  fome 
gentleman  that  the  acquaintance  might  arife  from, 
I  immediately  joined  with  them,  in  affirming  that 
it  was  fo,  I  do  think  I  have  been  advertifed  near 
a  hundred  times,  for  horfes  hired  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  As  I  had  hitherto  elcaped,  I  thought  it  now 
high  time  to  leave  off  dealing  with  the  flable-keep- 
ers,  and  turn  my  hand  to  other  branches^  in  which 
I  had  not  been  Jefs  fuccefsful. 

I  went  into  Leicefter-fields  to  take  lodgings,  and 
the  gentlewoman  of  the  houfe  dealt  very  largely 
in  lacc,  which  I  did  not  know  of  before  ;  I  told 
her  I  was  juft  come  from  the  Weft  Indies ;  ftie 
took  me  for  a  gentleman  of  diftindtion,  as  I  had  a 
fervant  in  livery  along  with  me.  I  told  her,  f 
fhould  be  glad  to  fee  fome  of  her  lace  to  make  me 
ruffles ;  ffie  ffiewed  me  fome  point,  at  four  pounds 
ten  ffiilliogs :  1  ftole  one  piece^  containing  twelve 
yards;  I  fold  fix  yards,  and  fent  the  other  fix  to 
pawn  :  the  perfon  I  fent  it  to,  flopped  it,  although 
ihe  had  taken  in  pawn  many  pieces  that  ffie  knew 
to  be  flolen  by  me  before.  This  event  grieved  me 
very  much,  as  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  turning 
out  again.  I  went  to  a  watch-maker’s  in  the  Strand, 
and  finding  the  mafter  out,  I  afked  his  wife,  if  my 
watch  was  done  ?  ffie  not  knowing  but  I  had  be- 
lj)oke  one,  ffiewed  me  a  great  many  ;  I  ftole  a  fine 
gold  watch  in  this  time,  and  went  away :  I  met, 
juft  there,  with  one  Smith,  a  bailiff^s  follower,  to 
whom  1 '  fold  the  watch.  1  went  into  another 
watch-maker’s,  being  ffiort  of  money,  finding  only 
a  womai  in  the  houfe,  f!ie  fliewed  nie  three  watches, 
one  of  which  I  took  by  force,  ran  out  of  fliop 
With  it,  and  got  clear  off.  This  w^as  in  the 
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ihorntng.  I  went  to  a  pawnbroker’s  and  pledged 
it  for  two  guineas. 

.1  foon  he^td  of  a  particular  milliner’s  ftiop  at 
Gharing  etofs,  Mrs.  Moore,  where  bufinefs  might 
be  done  ;  agreeable  to  this  information,  I  hired  a 
woman  fervant,  fent  her  to  Mrs.  Moore’s,  and 
dcfired  fhe  would  tell  the  milliner,  I  was  lately 
come  from  abroad,  and  wanted  feme  fhirts,  neck¬ 
cloths,  and  other  things,  to  the  amount  of  eighty 
pounds,  all  of  which  were  brought  to  me  ;  but 
there  being  no  black  neckcloths,  I  requefted  Mrs. 
Moore  to  go  hack  for  fome,  and  foon  after  fent 
the  riiaid  to  defire  h'er  to  bring  two  dozen  •,  in  this 
interval,  I  made  off  into  the  country,  and  fold  all, 
pretending  ’to  be  a  dealer  in  lace  myfclf.  I  came 
back  to  London  in  a  few  days,  and  paid  a  vrfit  to 
Mr.  Snow,  on  Ludgate-hill,  as  one  juft  come  from 
Portfmouth,’  where  I  had  landed  from  the  Weft: 
Indies  ;  I  defired  him  to  fhew  me  fome  handlome 
rings,  to  fhew  to  a  young  lady  ;  as  I  told  him,  he 
put  up  two  that  I  had  chofen,  at  fix  and  feven 
guineas  price  •,  he  fent  his  boy  with  me  to  a  tavern 
at  Temple-bar,  where  on  our  arrival,  I  fent  the 
boy  back  for  two  rings,  that  his  mafter  had  for¬ 
got  ;  he  went  very  readily  his  way,  and  I  alfo 
with  my  booty.  I  pawned  thefe  rings  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  rii^n,  F — ^ —  Pr ,  near  Covent-garden,  for 

three  guineas  and  a  half.  I  have  pawned  a  great 
many  things  with  this  man,  that  I  am  very  certain 
he  knew  to  be  ftolen  ;  he  always  received  every 
thing  from  me  without  any  hefiration,  reluftance^ 
or  denial,  although  he  is  a  pretended  honeft  man. 

I  then  took  my  horfe  that  I  had  ftahding  by 
Coveht-garden,  and  rid  to  the  Creqrgc  at  lioun- 
flow;  where  fitting  over  a  pirit  bf ‘wine,  I  refolvcd 
within  myfelf  that  I  Would  rob  the  firft  man  I 
met.  Going  over  the  heath,  1  met  with  one  Mr. 
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Simpfon,  a  dealer  in  lace,  as  he  told  me;  him  I 
robbed  of  fifteen  pounds  in  money,  and  his  filver 
watch  ;  then  I  pulhed  off  for ,  Henley  on  Thames 
and  meeting  with  the  mafter  of  the  the  Crown  inn 
in  that  town,  I  robbed  him  of  a  gold  watch,  and 
thirty- five  Ihillings ;  afterwards  went  to  Henley 
had  a  pint  of  wine,  and  then  returned  to  London! 

1  he  very  next  night  I  went  out  again,  and  near 
tne  turnpike  by  Battle- bridge  wells,  I  robbed  two 
polt-chaifes,  one  of  thirteen  pounds,  and  the  other 
ot  fomewhat  lels  ;  I  came  into  town  diredtly,  put 
up  my  horfe  as  ufiml  by  Coven t-garden,  and  re- 
frefhed  myfclf.  I  then  fell  ill,  I  believe  from  a 
tall  from  my  horfe;  I  made  application  toadodor, 
and  foon  got  well.  I  paid  a  vifit  to  Vauxhall: 
going  over  Weftminfter-bridge,  I  robbed  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  their  watches,  and  thirty  ftiillings  in 
iiiver,  which  was  all  they  had,  having  left  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  money  with  Mr,  Tyre,  at  Vaux- 
hall.  I  made  dircdtly  for  Covent-garden,  put  up 
my  horfe,  and  lay  at 'a  bagnio  that  night :  I  got  up 
the  next  morning  early,  and  fet  out  for  the  laft 
a’lfcot-heath  races,  where  I  loft  a  good  deal  of 
money  ;  in  fhort  the  chances  run  againft  me.  In 
returning  home,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  horfe  ' 
in  pawn  at  Hounflow,  being  fhort  of  money. 

1  turned  out  on  Tuefday  the  ayth  of  Septem¬ 
ber  laft,  I  took  coach  and  paid  a  vine  to  Mrs.  Dixon,  ■ 
a  iTiiiliner,  in  Broad-ftrect,  Carnaby-market ;  the 
laft  and  fatal  place  for  me,  and  for  which  fadl  I  am 
moft  defervedly,  to  die.  I  afked  her  for  a  pair  of 
roinionet  ruffles,  but  at  this  time  fhe  not  having 
any  thing  to  fuic  me  (though  fhe  feemed  vaftly  de- 
firous  to  ferve  .tpe)  for  ruffles,  which  I  pretended 
to  vyanr,  fhe  very  politely  begged  I  would  come 
again  the  next  day  ;  which  in  full  expedtation  of 
bettering  myfell,  I  determined  not  to  rob  her  now, 
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which  with  cafe  I  could  have  done,  as  flie  was  in- 
tirely  unfufpefting,  and  treated  me  wth  vaft  gen¬ 
tility  and  politenefs  ;  declaring,  that  if  I  would  come 
the  next  day,  Ihe  would  fliew  me  fome  very  fine 
patterns  of  lace  and  ruffles.  Mrs.  Dixon  undoubted¬ 
ly  took  me  for  a  gentleman  ;  and  in  this  fhe  was 
no  farther  deceived  than  nundreds  of  people  had 
been  before  her.  Mrs.  Dixon  deferibed  what  paffed 
betwixt  us  very  exaftly  upon  my  trial ;  that  I  toffed 
the  pieces  of  lace  about,  pretending  they  were  not 
fine  enough,  as  indeed,  for  my  purpofe,  they  were 
not :  according  to  my  old  cuftom,  I  clapped  my , 
hand  to  my  head,  as  if  not  well,  and  had  1  found 
any  lace  I  approved,  to  have  taken  my  handker¬ 
chief  out  to  cover  it  as  ufual.  Mrs.  Dixon  afked 
me,  if  1  was  not  well,  and  I  anfwered  her  in  the 
affirmitive  and  as  I  had  been  telling  her  before  of 
my  buying  ruffles  in  Jamaica,  Ihe  faid  very  fmart- 
ly,  fir,  perhaps  the  air  of  England  does  not  agree 
with  you,  and  you  may  not  intend  to  return  again 
to  which  I  replied,  that  I  certainly  fliould,  having 
not  only  a  (hip,  but  other  'property  of  great  con- 
fequence  there  j  then  1  took  my  leave  of  her,  pro- 
mifing  to  come  on  the  morrow,  and  bring  a  lady 
,  along  with  me  :  I  accordingly  went,  and  all  things 
were  ready  for  my  reception  •,  many  pieces  of  lace 
were  fhewn  me,  all  of  them  very  fine  indeed  ;  I 
fixed  my  eye  on  a  genteel  and  v/ell  fancied  piece, 
began  to  examine  my  handkerchief,  according  to 
art  ;  but  two  pair  of  eyes  being  too  many  for  me, 
under  pretence  of  my  wanting  fome  lace  for  a  cravat, 
Mrs.  Dixon  fent  her  maid  out  for  them  •,  I  inftant- 
ly  grafped  my  prize,  did  it  into  my  pocket,  and 
went  away,  without  buying  any  thing.  Undoubted¬ 
ly  Mrs.  Dixon  was  heartily  vexed,  to  fee  hcrfelt  fa 
dexteroufly  flung  >  but  however,  her  prudence  now 
began  to  rouze  itfeif,  for  ffle  made  ufe  of  the  mod: 
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I_  *  £*  1  to  regain  the  Jace,  difcover 

the  thief,  or  both.  Upon  fome  occafions,  it  is 
certainly  -not  amifs  4o  fet  a  thief  to  catch  a  thief  \ 
but  be  that  as  it  may,  I  am  pretty  certain,  had  not 
iMrs.  Dixon  taken  the  expedient  of  havinsf  her  lace 
advertifed  at  a  pawnbroker’s,  fhe  would  never  have 
leen  thief  or  lace  more.  A  pawnbroker  is  a  moft 
villainous  employment :  they  not  only  exift  by  ptI- 
ping  and  grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor,  but'are 
places  of  refuge  for  things  ftolen,  few  of  them 
ever  making  enquiry  how  the  party  came  by  what 
they  offer  in  pledge,  and  the  lefs  ium  of  money  is 
demanded,  the  lefs  is  their  defire  to  have  it  re- 
deemed,  or  take  notice  of  any  advertifement  5  on 
feeing, any  fuch,  they  can  direftly  make  away  with 
the  matters  in  difpute,  or  fend  it  amongft  thjS 
Jews  ftolen  cargoes  to  Holland. 

On  my  marching  off  with  Mrs.  Dixon’s  lace, 

I  took  a  chair,  and  went  to  Strand-Lane,  not  with 
any  intention  to  difpofe  of  what  I  had  got,  but 
falling  into  converfation  with  Mrs.  Davis  and  Mrs. 
Rogers,  alked  them  if  I  might  dine  there,  and 
was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  difeharged  the 
chair,  and  dined  with  them  on  Pig  ;  they  both  to 
me  were  utterly  unknown  before.  After  dinner  I 
pulled  out  the  lace,  fliewed  it  to  them,  then  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  fliort  of  Money,  and  but  juft  come  from 
Jamaica  ;  I  prevailed  on  Mrs.  Rogers  to  go  and 
pledge  part  of  ir,  but  not  to  take  notice  to  Davis, 
what  fhe  was  gone  about.  As  foon  as  fhe  was 
gone,  I  fenc  Davis  with  the  other  pieces  I  cut  of, 
with  the  fame  injundion,  not  to  tell  the  other. 

1  hough  the  whole  of  my  trial  is  in  the  main,  true, 
yet  with  regard  to  the  time,  Davis  who  pledged, 
and  Brooks  the  pawnbroker,  are  both  wrong  \  for 
it  was  paft^one  o’clock  when  1  flole  it,  two  when 
I  got  to  Strand- Lane,  and  at  leaft  three,  when 
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Mrs.  Rogers  went  out  with  the  firfl-,  as  flk  jufily 
fwore.  1  mention  not  this  by  way  of  refieftion, 
but  that  witnefles  fliould  confider  wherr  upon  oath, 
they  are  to  fpeak  the  whole  truth,  and  in  this  in- 
ftanee  it  is  certainly  a  falHiood.  I  made  a  moft 
pitiful  and  fhufHing  defence  ;  as  indeed  who  could 
do  otherwife  under  the  vaft  load  of  guilt,  f  had  to 
fufl'ain,  being  under  a  ftiipid  infatuation,  and  cer¬ 
tain  that  my  race  was  run.  I  could  very  eafily  have 
efcaped  or  eluded  the  moft  diligent  fearch-  made 
after  me,  for  I  faw  the  advertiftment,  had  informa¬ 
tion  of  Davis’s  being  in  cuftody  for  pledging  the 
lace,  and  warned  if  any  thing  was  amifs,  that*  I 
would  immediately  fly,  for  fear  of  the  bad  confe- 
quences  which  might  enfue  ;  but  all  this  I  flighted  ; 
indeed  I  faw  deftruftion  before  me,  vet  determined 
to  make  ufe  of  no  means  to  ftiun  it  :  by  the  per- 
fuation  of  a  certain  perfon  who  has  been  exceeding 
kind  and  ferviceable  to  me  under  my  troubles,  I 
went  to  Goodman’s-fields,  ftayed  all  night,  return¬ 
ed  the  next  day  which  was  Tuefday  the  4th.  of  Oc- 
'tober  ;  on  our  return,  I  heard  pf  the  enquiry  made 
after  me  at  this  houfe,  by  very  fufpicious  perfons  ; 
however,  having  bought  the  Beggar^s  Opera,  I 
was  determined  to  go,  and  did,  to  fee  that  play 
this  evening:  after  the  play  was  done,  I  returned 
to  my  lodging,  and  was  told,  two  ill-looking  fellows 
had  been  to  fee  for  me,  and  that  they  were  at  an 
alehoufe  juft  by  ;  on  this  intelligence,  I  flood  fome 
time  like  one  confounded  or  in  a  trance,  and  at 
length  went  into  my  room  *,  where  I  had  been  fcarce 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  till  the  conftable  and  my  old 
friend  Mr.  Fuller,  the  thief  catclier,  buift  the  door 
open,  and  accofted  me  with,  Ob^  Captain^  is  it  you  I 
then  took  me  with  my  friend  to  Coven c-garden 
round-houfe,  and  the  next  day  before  Sir  john  ' 
Fielding,  who  committed  me  to  New-piifon,  as 
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before- mentioned  :  I  faw  feveral  of  my  old  acquain¬ 
tances  about  Sir  John’s,  and  fome  who  have  dc- 
fervcd  what  I  have  met  with  ;  but  they  fay  they 
are  now  turned  honeft,  though  I  greatly  fear  it  is 
all  a  fham  :  but  t  was  to  them  all  unknown,  at 
leaft  with  regard  to  my  old  pranks ;  they  did  think 
1  dealt  on  the  highway,  and  alfo  in  horfcs ;  but  my 
old  friend  Mr.  Fuller  knew  fomething  of  me  with 
regard  to  horles,  not  much  to  his  benefit :  how  can 
it  poflibly  be  fo  to  people  who  have  any  concern 
with  thofe  of  my  unhappy  profeflion  ? 

During  my  long  courfe  of  wickednefs,  I  never 
was  addidled  to  common  or  profane'  fwearing,  to 
excefs  in  eating,  drunkennefs,  and  but  Jitde  to 
women  ;  to  none  of  thefe  I  can  charge  the  errors 
of  my  life,  my  faults  are  all  my  own  feeking  and 
doing,  without  the  advice,  privity,  or  felicitation 
of  any  perfon  whatever :  I  never  was  fond  of  even 
convcrfing  with  thieves  and  robbers,  though  at  ac¬ 
cidental  meetings  I  have  met  with  feveral,  who 
gueffing  I  was  of  their  profeflion,  would  fet  forth 
the  advantage  of  aflbeiates,  or  appearing  in  com¬ 
pany  to  rob  and  plunder  the  honeft  and  unwary 
part  of  mankind.  Pallifter  and  Duplex,  lately  ex¬ 
ecuted  at  Coventry,  who  called  themfelves  family 
men,  and  the  heads  of  a  great  gang,  prefled,  me  vi¬ 
olently  to  go  on  the  highway  with  them  and  their 
companions,  but  all  they  could  fay  was  in  vain.  I 
never  would  make  ufe  of,  or  indeed  knew  the  flafh 
or  cant  language,  in  which  thefe  two  men  were  very 
expert.  Of  all  my  acquaintance,  men  or  women, 
Benjamin  Campbell  Hamilton,  and  -Mrs.  Pern- 
bi  uge  *  were  by  far  the  wot  ft  j  of  the  latter  I  have 
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already  given  a  particular  relation  ;  but  of  the  for¬ 
mer  I  neglefted  to  mention,  that  after  his  being 
acquitted  at  the  Old  Bailey,  (my  evidence  not  being 
fufficient  againft  him,  or  his  mother  Catherine  Hall, 
in  Newtoner’s-Iane)  he  foon  went  into  foot-pad  and 
ftreet  robberies,  with  other  idle  boys,  committing 
a  vaft  number  in  the  fields  and  ftreetsj  he  was  with 
his  companions  taken,  tried,  and  executed  at  Ty¬ 
burn  on  the  i6th  of  May,  1750, with  Lewis,  May, 
and  Giddis,  his  aflbeiates,  and  behaved  under  fen- 
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with  in  the  fields  by  a  perfon  who  was  vafily  taken  with  the 
plaufablenefs  of  her  demean'our,  an  intimacy  began  ;  fhe  being 
in  the  utmoft  dillrefs,  was  furnifhed  with  money,  wearing  ap¬ 
parel,  and  lodging ;  was  fupporUd  in  a  plentiful  manner  for 
five  years,  and  with  a  hoiife  the  three  lall  years,  for  which  Ihe 
received  all  the  rent,  amounting  to  thirty  pounds  a  year,  be- 
fides  an  allowance  of  feven  (hillings  per  week  in  money;  but 
the  ingratitude,  bafenefs  and  corruption  of  manners  of  the 
wretch,  can  never  be  parallelled  :  (loth,  fluttilhnefs,  whoredom* 
drunkennefs,  and  gluttony,  marked  all  her  days;  one  of 
the  molt  merciful  and  compafiionate  of  men,  and  the  kindelt 
benefadlor  to  her,  was  treated  with  every  mark  of  ingratitude, 
and  loaded  with  every  kind  of  reproach  ;  deprived  of  his  peace, 
happinefs,  content,  property,  reputation,  and  even  an  attempt 
made  to  take  avvay  his  life.  What  will  be  the  end  of  this 
woman,  cannot  be  afeertained  ;  though  it  is  far  from  being 
improbable  her  days  will  be  either  finifhed  on  a  dunghill,  or 
at  the  gallows.  ' 

If  there  is  any  thing  in  the  marks  on  human  bodies,  as  the 
books  of  Allrology  and  Divination  would  feign,  this  perfon  is 
aflii  redly 

“  Mark’d  on  the  back,  like  Cain,  by  God’s  own  hand, 

“  Wander,  like  him,  accurft  thro’  all  the  land.” 

Bad  as  this  mirror  of  her  fex  was,  fhe  had  an  ancient  grey¬ 
headed  life  guardian,  for  her  privy-councellor,  confident,  and 
fervant,  yet  far  worfe  than  fhe  :  with  this  old  fellow  fhe  had 
lived  in  adultery  previous  to  the  acquaintance  above-mentioned, 
which  continued,  as  opportunity  offered,  to  the  time  the  pious 
old  foldier  affiftcd  the  woman  to  rob  her  benefai^U)r  of  all  his 
property,  with  which  they  retired,  as  to  a  place  of  refuge, 
among  the  foot-guards,  and  black-guards,  in  Peter  llreet, 
Weftminiler.  This  man  makes  vaft  pretentions  to  religion, 
and  a  good  name  ;  yet  it  is  plain,  as  {he  account  faith,  he  has 
no  jull  pretentions  to  either* 
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tencc,  on  the  way,  and  at  the  place  of  execution, 
with  the  utmoft  hardinefs  and  unconcern,  not  at 
all  forced  or  conftrained,  but  talked  to  the  mob, 
and  his  fellow  fufferers  in  the  cart,  with  as  much 
dilengagcd  eafe,  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  a  ball  or 
merry-making,  and  continued  fo  to  within  a  few 
minutes  of  his  death  ;  for  at  the  place  of  execution, 
his  behaviour  was  moft  intolerably  indecent,  talking 
and  laughing  aloud  as  the  executioner  was  tying 
them  up  ;  making  life  of  moft  fcandalous  and 
blafphemous  exprefiions,  at  the  inftant  of  his  launch¬ 
ing  into  eternity;  and  yet  aftonifhing  as  it  may 
Icem,  this  adive,  wild  and  extravagant  youth,  had 
only  lived  feventeen  years. 

And  now,  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  who  by  thy 
powerful  hand,  and  out-ftretched  arm,  haft  for  the 
faivation  oi  my  loul,  and  the  benefit  of  thy  creatures, 
(to  whom  I  can  make  no  other  reparation,  than  to 
make  known  to  the  public  the  injuries  I  have  done) 
been  pleafed  through  a  feries  of  unexampled 
ads  of  injuftice,  brought  me  down  to  this  moft  de- 
ferved  fentence  and  doom  j  for  my  benefit,  and 
that  of  thy  moft  extenfive  mercy  and  goodnefs. 
Oh!  that  I  could  make  recompence  to  the  multi¬ 
tudes  I  have  injured ;  but  no  means  have  I  but 
this,  by  laying  all  my  crimes,  red  as  crimfon,  be¬ 
fore  the  world.  To  thee,  O  moft  merciful  God,  I 
moft  humbly  proftrate  myfelf:  grant  me  in  this 
world,  knowledge  of  thy  truth,  and  in  the  world  to 
conic,  life  everlafting.  Amen.  C.  S. 
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MaxitnSy  Hints^  and  Remarks^  by  way 
of  Caution  to  the  Public^  to  prevent 
or  deteSi  the  Deftgns  of  Thieves  and 
Sharpers  from  bemg  carried  into 
Execution. 

I.  EVER  place  many  different  articles  on 
the  counter  at  one  time  •,  nor  turn  your 
back  on  the  pretended  cuftomer,  but  let  fome  other 
perfon  put  the  different  articles  upj  whilft  you  are 
intent  upon  the  bufinefs  before  you. 

II.  It  is  in  general  to  be  lufpeded  if  a  perfon 
pulls  out  a  handkerchief^  lays  it  down,  and  takes 
it  up  often,  fome  ill  is  intended  ;  this  was  my  con- 
ftantpraflice  with  milliners  and  others,  in  what  lay 
in  a  (mail  compafs.  It  never  failed  of  fuccefs. 

JIL  The  ftiopkecper  on  feeing  fuch  methods  as 
this  made  ufe  of,  fhouid  remove  the  handkerchief 
from  off  their  goods  ;  which  will  give  the  fharper 
reafon  to  fufpedt  his  defign  is  feen  through. 

IV.  It  is  very  common  at  haberdafhers  and  other 
{hops,  which  deal  in  fmall  articles,  for^every  one 
that  is  w'anted  to  be  paid  for,  the  tradefman  applies 
to  his  till  for  change  ;  his  eyes  being  fixed  there¬ 
on,  then  is  the  time  fomething  the  neareft  at  hand 
on  the  counter  is  moved  off. 

V.  It  is  very  eafy  to  difeover  a  thief  or  fharper 
from  an  honed  perfon  ;  for  the  fliarper  afks  for 
fifty  things,^  none  of  which  will  do,  toffes  them 
backwards  and  forwards,  fhufiles  what  can  conve¬ 
niently  be  done  afide,  and  moves  off  with  the  prize, 
promifing  to  come  again. 


VI. 
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VI,  W  3tcii«makers  and  filver-fmiths  are  impofed 
on  principally  thus ;  in  a  morning  or  evenino-  the 
fliarper,  well  dreffed,  as  a  fea-officcr,  will  ao  tolheir 
fhops,  look  at  watches,  buckles,  rings,  &c.  when 
a  variety  of  thele  are  laid  on  the  counter,  if  op¬ 
portunity  offers,  the  handkerchief  is  made  ufe  of 
with  great  advantage :  fliould  that  fail,  then  the 
gOf'ds  are  ordered  to  a  tavern,  coffee*  houfe,  or  pri¬ 
vate  hoiife,  as  beft  fuits  for  ellegance  or  honefty  ; 
then  the  perfon  is  inftantly  fenc  back  for  fomethinc^ 
omitted,  whilft  the  prize  isfecured,  and  the  Ikarp^ 
er  moved  off  another  way.  Though  this  is  an  old 
and  ftale  trick,  it  is  amazing  howTuccefsful  the 
praftitioners  in  it  ftill  are, 

VII.  Watch-makers  fhould  be  extremely  careful 
of  ftrangers  in  their  fhops  ,  as  many  watches  are 
always  lying  on  the  work-board,  and  others  hanc^- 
ing  up,  they  Ihould  never  have  their  eyes  off  the 
perfon  :  the  handkerchief  is  here  made,  ufe  of  to 
great  advantage  ;  if  the  watch  is  hung  up,  it  damps 
any  found  or  tattling  that  might  be  made,  and 
Icreens  it  intircly  from  the  fight  of  the  owner. 

VIII.  There  is  fomething  in  the  very  afped  of  a 
cheat  and  ffiarper,  which  •  may  be  eafily  feen 
through  :  I  know  from  experience,  he  continually 
has  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  fhopkeeper,  or  perfon  he 
has  to  deal  with;  has  his  body  always  in  motion, 
whether  (landing  or  fitting.  The  eye  of  a  thief 
continually  follows  the  perfon  he  intends  to  deal 
upon. 

IX,  Dyers,  fcourers,  and  other  perfons,  who 
have  the  property  of  many  in  their  pofleffion, 
ihould  not  let  the  appearance  of  a  (harper,  be  it  as 
genteel  as  it  will,  even  be  parted  with,  but  firft  by 
enquiring  the  name,  and  looking  in  their 
books  for  it  ;  and  (liould  they  by  chance  hit  on  a  ‘ 
name,  be  fure  to  fend  the  things  in  queftion  home 
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to  the  owner's  houfe  yourfelf,  or  fend  them  with 
neceffary  cautions,  not  to  part  with  them  on  any 
account,  but  to  the  right  owner.  Women  and  fer- 
vants  fliould  never  a£t  on  thcfc  occafions,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  mafter ;  or  be  againft  fending  for 
him  from  a  rieighbouring  tavern,  coffee-houfe, 
&c. 

X.  Pickpockets  are  the  moft  eafily  guarded 
againft,  of  any  kind  of  thieves  ;  it  is  people’s 
careleffnefs  makes  fo  many  of  this  kind  of  rogues  ^ 
nor  is  there  more  of  any  kind  dctcdled  than  of  thefe* 
Whether  through  pride  or  negligence,  I  cannot  fay, 
but  if  people  will  go  with  their  coats  loofe,  a  good 
handkerchief  hanging  half. way  out  of  their  pocket, 
or  the  pocket  flap  thruft  within,  fo  that  the  contents, 
as  pocket-books,  &c.  may  eafily  be  feen,  and  as 
eafily  taken  away.  The  fob  made  fo  wide,  and 
the  chain  and  feals  hanging  down  fo  long,  that  the 
watch  will  draw  out  as  cafy  as  water  run  through  a 
pipe.  People  who  go  into  crowds,  or  frequent  the 
publick  offices,  fhould  have  their  pockets  open  on 
the  infide  of  the  coat,  which  can  eafily  be  done; 
or  elfe,  as  is  cuftomary  with  many,  to  have  them 
on  each  fide  the  coat,  breaft  high ;  and  to  have  a 
fmali  ftropg  ftrap,  to  button  over  the  watch-chain, 
on  the  waiftband  of  the  breeches,  will  effedualiy 
and  for  ever  prevent  picking  of  pockets,  and  the 
lofs  of  things  of  fo  much  value.  The  Imaller  way 
'/in  cutting  women’s  pockets,  &c.  is  but  lictie  prac¬ 
ticed  now  ;  fo  that  warning  all  people  to  take  care, 
and  be  on  their  guard  in  churches  and  publick  al- 
femblies,  and  they  will  fcarce  have  caulc  to  com* 
plain. 

-  XI.  Footpads  and  ftrect-robbers  are  neither  to 
be  guarded  againft,  or  preveKted,  in  my  opinion, 
but  by  the  vigilance  and  continual  care  of  the  ma- 


ftrates,  in  putting  down  bad  houles,  leizing  lu- 
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%eaed  robbers,  and  clearing  the  ftreets  of  whoresi,' 
In  one  or  this  kind  of  thieves  can  expeft  to  continue 
in  their  trade  above  a  month  or  fix  weeks;  and  the 
greateft  part  of  them  not  haif  fo  long. 

XI 1.  Highwaymen  are  alfo  very  eafily  detefted. 
by  the  method  madeufe  of  by  Juaice  Fielding,  for 
itable-keepers  to  fend  an  account  to  him  of  the 
Mpeaed  robber’s  horfe,  and  a  neccflary  defcription 
o  his  perfon,  cfpecially  if  it  anfwers  that  of  the 
citicribed  robber.  But  the  method  of  thief-takino- 
rather  increafe  than  diminifh  the  number  of  robbers. 
And  large  rewards  for  taking  highwaymen,  &c.  is 
emainly  wrong,  as  old  robbers  are  left  iinpu* 
nifhed,  or  taken,  and  young  raw  thieves  banged  in 
their  ftead.  The  former  are  thief  makers,  and  who 
turnifh  bufiiiefs  for 'the  thief- takers..  C.  S, 


The  preceding  narrative,  with  the  hints  and  re¬ 
marks,  are  the  work  of  the  unhappy  fufferer  him- 
felf.  1  he  Editor  has  been  very  faithful  in  adhering^ 
to  the  letter  of  the  narration  ;  and  cannot  help 
looking  on  it  as  the  mofi;  extraordinary  hiftory  of 
the  kind,  ana  of  the  greateft  fcivice  to  the  public 
of  any  thing  fimilar  to  it  in  the  whole  world.  Un- 
happy  for  me,  I  knew  nothing  of  the  prifoner’s  in¬ 
tentions  till  ruefday  morning  the  22d  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  day  before  he  fulfered,  by  one  of  Mr» 
Akerman’s  fervants;  with  fome  difficulty  I  got  a 
fight  of  the  manuleript,  the  reading  of  which  filled 
me  with  amazement  i  and  inftantly  determined  as 
it  would  be  for  the  publick  benefit  for  it  to  be 
printed,  and  refolved  to  fee  the  prifoner,  and  agree 
with  him  diredly  •,  the  time  was  ffiort,  the  copy  to 
be  read  over  betwixt  us,  and  many  queftions  to  be 
alked.  i  went  into  the  Prefs-yard  to  him,  where 
1  found  a  man  of  a  genteel  appearance,  a  likely 
perfoD,  thin  narrow  face,  lomewhat  cloudy  brow’d^ 
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about  five  feet  nine  inches  high, of  a  fpare  flender  make, 
his  demeanour  courteous  and  affable,  and  his  couH” 
tenance,  though  pale,  carried  the  veftigia  not  only  of 
ferenity  but  innocence.  On  apprizing  him  of  my 
bufinefs,  he  faid,  “  Sir,  I  know  you  not  ;  but 
“  truft  and  hope  you  are  an  honeft  man  :  my  in- 
“  tentions  in  the  publication,  is  much  againft  the 
“  inclination  of  my  relations  *,  I  do  it  to  make  all 
“  the  fatisfaftion  in  my  power,  for  the  numbcrlefs 
“  injuries  1  have  done  to  mankind,  and  to  pay  my 
“  funeral  expences,  the  executioner,-  the  fervants 
and  others,  to  whom  I  am  indebted.  It  is  worth 
“  a  good  deal  of  money,  but  I  will  leave  to  your 
“  generofity  what  I  am  to  have  for  it :  the  Ordi- 
“  nary  has  hitherto  rcfufed  me  the  Sacrament,  under 
“  pretence  of  not  being  prepared,  but  in  reality, 
“  to  get  from  me  an  account  of  my  life  and  tranf- 
“  adfions,  for  which  he  would  not  have  given  me 
«  one  farthing,  or  his  charity  extended  fo  far  to- 
wards  me,  as  to  furnilh  me  with  a  little  food 
“  to  keep  foul  and  body  together  till  the  time  of 
my  death.  Xhat  is  no  part  of  his  bufinefs.  I 
“  have  been  fupported  by  a  gentlewoman  through 
my  imprifonment  in  Newgate,  in  a  moft  kind 
and  chriftian  manner  -,  for  which  I  truft  God  will 
“  blefsand  reward  her  a  thoufand-fold.'  What  is 
“  farther  wanted  concerning  me,  'the  undertaker  will 
inform  you  of  himfelf,  or  let  you  know  where 
“  the  gentlewoman  is  to  be  found  ;  who  has  got 
“  fome  other  papers  concerning  me,  and  will  de- 
“  liver  them  to  you.” 

We  had  juft  finifhed  our  bufinefs,  when  Mr.- 
Cruden,  famous  for  being  the  author  of  a  Concor¬ 
dance  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  the  beft  ever  yet 
feen  in  the  Chriftian  world,  and  well  known  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  came  into  the  prifon,  to  pray 
with  and  comfort  the  five  unfortunate  menj  who 
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rery  cordiaily,  and  with  great  fervency,  joined  with 
hsmin  prayer  :  Mr,  Cruden  adapted  his  whole' 
prayer,  which  was  delivered  extempore,  to  their 
pretent  depict  able  condition,  with  great  propriety 
and  fimplicity,  to  move  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
guile,  to  a  firm  trtift  and  affiance  in  God’s  mercy, 
and  the  certain  hope  and  expedlation,  on  their  fin- 
cere  repentance,  of  enjoying  a  ftatc  of  eternal  blifs 
in  the  world  to  come,  through  the  blood,  merits: 
and  snteiceffion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  redeemer  of 
all  mankind  :  that  their  ftate  of  probation  here 
was  intended  to  qualify  them,  for  a  much  more 
high  and  happy  ftate  •,  and  would  be  their  own 
fault  if  they  did  not  attain  if,  Xo  die,  was  natural 
to  all  men  ;  but  the  time  when,  or  place  where,  not 
worthy  a  wife  man  or  a  Chriftian’s  notice.  Then 
moft  heartily  recommending  them  to  God,"  and  the 
word  of  his  grace,  admoniffiing  them  to  be  chear- 
fui  and  refigned,  he  left  them. 

He  had  not  been  departed  long,  till  Mr.  Ordi¬ 
nary  himfelf  appeared  ;  but  alas  !  what  a  falling  off 
was  here  !  Inlteadofhis  prefence  being  agreeable 
to  them,  as  a  Ohriftian  paftor  flrould  be,  they  look¬ 
ed  upon  him  as  come  for  nothing  but  his  own  ad¬ 
vantage;  and  rather  to  difturb  them  with  infigni- 
ficant  and  impertinent  queftions,  than  to  take  care 
or  their  poor  foul5 ;  befides  being  honoured  with 
execrations  from  fome  of  the  bye-ftanders,  for  none 
but  the  Proteftant  prifoners  were  fuffered  to  be  in 
Mr.  Ordinary’s  room  ;  Mr.  Cruden,  on  the  con- 
trary,  defired  all  prefent  to  join  with  him,  and  left 
the  door  Open  ail  the  time  of  prayer.  Speckman 
and  Broughton  had  the  better  of  raafter  Ordinary; 
who  was  obliged  to  leave  them  without  accomplilh- 
ing  the  only  *rnd  he  vifited  them  for ;  who  on  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  room,  and  {lerhaps  fmelling  a  rat, 
came  up  to  the  Editor  of  this  narrative,  with  an 

affurance 
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aflurance  and' countenance^  that  carried  the  irus 
Bl^urtnon  dip;  afted  what  he  came  there  for  %  and 
whether  he  wanted  any  thing  with  them  there  men  ; 
in  which  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  he  vouch- 
fafed  to  ftalk  away,  blown  up  .  with  his  own  fui- 
,  ficiency  and  confequence* 

‘  Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper,  to  his  eternal  honour 
be  it  faid,  all  this  tinr>e  was  bufily  employed  -in 
procuring  foodj  at  his  own  expence,  for  the  poor 
naked  and  ftarving  prifoners,  who  many  of  them 
were  at  the  point  of  death  with  the  goal  diftemper  ^ 
but  the  Chriftian  reader  will  not  be  frightened  at 
this,  when  he  is  told  this  diftemper  was  only  hun¬ 
ger.  On  parting  with  Mr.  Speckman,  he  fokmnly 
declared,  as  he  trufted  in  God^s  mercies,  that  every 
part  of  his  copy  was  ftriftly  true  ;  and  now  being 
fatisfied  of  its  publication,  he  fliould  die  without 
fear,  and  with  perfedt  refignation.  The  Editor, 
on  recolledling  his  perfon,  and  having  fecn  him 
under  fentence  of  death  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1751,  made  enquiry  of  the  authenticity  of 
many  robberies,  &c.  here  related,  and  has  found 
them  all  true  in  every  relpe6l. 

The  prifoner  requefted  fome  perfon  might  come 
to  him -from  me  in  the  morning.  I  requefted  a 
worthy  friend  to  do  fo ;  who  went  into  the  Prefs- 
/  Yard,  and  the  prifoner  fpeedily  came  down;  who, 
on  putting  his  leg  up  to  have  his  fetters  taken  off, 
lifted  up  his'  hands  and  eyes  towards  heaven,  .and 
laid  in  a' kind  of  extafy,  Ibis  is  the  jineji  Morn^ 
that  ever  I  have  feen.  As  foon  as  this  was  per¬ 
formed,  he  was  taken  on  one  fide  to  be  haltered 
and  pinioned,  which  he  fuffered  to  be  done  with 
patience  and  refignation  ;  praying  with  uncommon 
fervency  all  the  time.  And  then  going  with  this 
friend  to  the  upper  end  of  the  Prels-Yard,  they 
read  and  prayed  together  for  fome  time,  and  V(/as 
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then  afked  if  he  had  any  thing  farther  to  fay  con: 
cerning  bis  life  ;  replied.  It  is  all  truth,  but  if  Mr. 
S.  finds  any  thing  therein,  which  ^may  be 
thought  not  for  the  public  good,  that  may  be  left 
out  if  he  pleafes.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  he  ad- 
drefled  himfelf  to  the  people,  requcfting  their 
prayers,  for  his  happy  entrance  into  eternity  ;  de¬ 
claring  that  he  deferved  to  die,  but  had  great  con-* 
folation  in  his  laft  moments  ;  that  he  never  had 
beat,  ill  treated,  or  murdered  any  one,  fave  in  one 
inftance  of  the  pofl-boy. 

The  friend  was  then  dcfired  to  take  fome  money 
out  of  his  left  breeches  pocket,  which  proved  to 
be  eight-pennyworth  of  half-pence,  and  to  give 
them  to  one  of  the  fervants  who  attended  on  him, 
defiring  his  acceptance  of  that  and  bis  wig,  which 
he  had  ordered  to  be  fent  to  him :  Then  wilhing 
farewell  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Melville  a  prifoner° 
and  the  perf<  ns  about  him ;  was  led  by  the  officer  to 
the  cart:  which  for  the  firft  time  was  hung  in 
mourning,  this  added  much  to  the  folemnity  of 
the  occafion-.  On  the  way  to,  and  at  the  place  of 
execution,  he  was  perfeffly  refigned  to  his  irrevo¬ 
cable  doom  ;  and  to  the  iaft  carried  himfelf  with 
the  greateft  decency  and  devotion,  in  full  expeda- 
tion  and  hope  of  enjoying  the  life  to  come,  in  the 
bleifed  regions  of  eteinal  day. 

-  His  body  was  taken  care  of  by  his  friends,  put 
into  a  coach  and  earned  to  an  Undertaker’s  in 
Moorfidds,  where  on  leaiching  his  pockets,’  there 
was  found  a  prayer  copied  by  him  from  a  printed 
one,  two  farthings,  half  a  walnut-fheil,  into  which 
v.'as  thruff  a  long  narrow  flip  of  paper,  on  which 
he  had  wrote,  “  1  beg  of  you  to  let  your  truji  be  in 
“  God,  for  there  is  your  truji,  and  in  no  man  liv- 
“  ing  intending  it  for  the  young  woman  before 
mentioned.  His  body  was  decently  interred  on 

Sunday 
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Sunday  evening  the  27th  of  November,  in  Tia^ 
dall’s  Burying-ground,  Bunhill-fields*,  aged  29 
years :  and  the  fervice  of  the  ehurch  of  England, 
at  his  own  requeft  when  living,  was  there  perform- 

cd. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  feen  the  Ordi¬ 
nary’s  Account  of  Speckman  and  the  other  crimi¬ 
nals,  and  that  he  hath  given  what  he  calls  the  Life  of 
Speckman  •,  which  if  the  reader  will  give  himfelf 
the  trouble  of  peruling,  he  will  find  nothing  but 
abfurdity  and  contradiftion ;  and  that  the  unhappy 
man,  at  the  inftant  of  his  being  turned  off,  told 
him  was  nothing  but  deceit,  aflted  Matter  Or¬ 
dinary  forgivenefs,  whofe  truly  Chrittian  difpofi- 
tion  was  on  this  imminent  occafion  pleafed  to 
comply,  and  pray  for  the  fufferer.  This  undoubt¬ 
edly  is  a  laudable  aft,  though  the  Ordinary  did  no 
more  than  his  duty,  which  I  hope  he’ll  not  think 
too  much  for  him,  to  make  his  only  rule  and 
guide  for  the  time  to  come  :  as  a  paftor  of  fuch  a 
flock  he  hath  much  to  do,  and  his  conftant  pre¬ 
fence  and  refidence  as  near  the  feene  of  adion  as  the 
keeper ;  the  neceffity  and  obligation  of  taking 
care  of  the  fouls  of  the  prifoners,  fhould  go  hand 
in  hand  with  that  of  the  care  of  their  bodies. 

Such  a  wretched  paper  as  the  public  is  drenched 
with  fevery  execution,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  no 
more  bothered  with,  but  if  that  fliould  be  the  cafe, 
it  is  confounded  hard  to  pay  fix-pence  for  two 
fheets  of  whited  brown  paper  rubbed  over  in  a 
very  flovenly  manner,  but  the  writing  itfelf  is 
truly  inimitable,  none  but  himfelf  can  be  his 
parallel  *,  finally,  fhould  it  ever  fall  in  Mr.  Ordi¬ 
nary’s  way,  to  find  any  of  his  brother  paftors  ne- 
gleding  their  duty,  he  will  recommend  to  them 
the  following  fpirited  admonition  of  a  moft  famous 
poet  on  occafion  of  the  corrupted  ftate  of  our  ra¬ 
tional 
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tibnal  clergy;  and  under  the  fimilltude  of  a  fhep^ 
herd  ;  which  cannot  fail  of  bringing  them  back  m 
their  original  purity  and  ufefulnefe.  . 

^  Of  other  care  they  little  reckoning  make^ 

Than  how  to  fcramble  at  the  fhearers  feaft. 

And  (hove  away  the  worthy  bklden  gueft ; 

Blind  mouths !  that  fcarce  themfelves  know  how  to 
hold 

A  fheep-hook,  or  have  learn’d  aught  elfe  the  leaft 
That  to  the  faithful  herdman’s  art  belongs  ! 

W^hat  recks  it  them  ?  what  need  they  ?  they  are  fpedi 
And  when  they  lift  their  lean  and  flafhy  fongs. 

Grate  on  their  fcrannel  pipes  of  wretched  ftraw|. 

The  hungry  fteep  look  upj  but  are  not  fed. 

But  fwol  n  with  wind,  and  the  rank  mift  they  draw 
Rot  inwardly  and  foul  contagion  fpread  : 

But  that  two  handed  engine  at  the  door. 

Stands  ready  to  fmite  once,  and  fmite  no  mere. 
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